
 

 

 

 

 

 

27/12/2011 

The Police Commissioner General 
Commissioner-General Augustine Chihuri 
PGHQ 
Harare  
 
Dear Sir, 

Re: Unfair treatment by the police 

I wish to express my dissatisfaction with the treatment received at the hands of the police in 
Kadoma District. I would like to draw your attention to an incident that happened on the 17th 
December 2011 at St. Bernard’s School in Nyatsambo Village, Mhondoro.  

I had gone there for a Confirmation Service. The local police had been informed about this 
Church Service even though it is not a requirement that we do this. Over three hundred 
people turned up for the Church Service and we confirmed 116 people. After the service two 
local policemen based at Mamina approached me and asked me, the local priest and our 
Church Wardens to go to Mamina Police Station because their “boss” wanted to ask some 
questions about our Service.  

I agreed to go Mamina after lunch because lunch was already being served. Before we 
finished our lunch twomembers of the CID based at Kadoma arrived in the company of their 
superior with orders from the Mashonaland West Province to investigate us. The CID officers 
asked for our identification details and we complied. They asked about the Church Service 
and we explained everything. To our surprise, we were asked to drive to Mamina behind 
them, accompanied by a policeman, in order that we give a statement at Mamina. I asked 
whether we had been arrested and if we were what the charges were. We were told that we 
were not under arrest but they just needed to take statements from us.  

I had wedding commitments in Harare that afternoon and so I asked them to let us go if they 
were through with us. They could not let us go because they needed to get the decision from 
their superior who had given them orders investigate us. They tried calling this person on 
their mobile phone but were not successful because there was no network at Mamina. To our 
surprise, instead of letting us go they told us that they had to take us to Kadoma for further 



questioning and also so that they could get direction from their superior about the next step to 
take with us. Again, my wife and I as well as our Churchwardens had to drive to Kadoma 
accompanied bya policeman. Although they said we were not under arrest, technically we 
were because we now had to have a policeman with us all the time. When we got to Kadoma, 
they took their time to take statements from usabout the service. It was only then that they 
told us that we were being charged with “contempt of Supreme Court Orders” that barred us 
from holding our church service on premises controlled by Dr Kunonga. We explained to 
them that we had not done that at all. Our people had pitched a tent outside of the school 
premises for the service because of the large numbers of people who had come for the 
service.St Bernard’s School is not an Anglican School at all since it is run by Kadoma Rural 
Council and our congregation has permission to use one of the classrooms for normal Church 
Services.We were allowed to go home late at night pending further investigations. 

We view this incident as very well calculated harassment by the one who gave the CID orders 
to do what they did to us. While we have nothing against normal police investigation, we take 
great issue with this seemingly subtle harassment. Why could they not let us go when they 
proved on the spot that the information they had been given was not true? Why couldn’t they 
take a statement at Mamina and let us go? Since these were not junior policemen, why could 
they not, after speaking to us and seeing where we had been worshipping,make a decision to 
let us go without taking us to Kadoma to consult with superiors? Somebody had by-passed 
the local officers and given aninaccurate report to the province thereby wasting valuable 
resources and precious police time. This also wastedmy time as well as that of my wife, the 
Churchwardens and our local priest.I cannot understand why our statements could not be 
given at the local police station at Mamina. If this had been done I would have been able to 
meet my commitments later in the day. 

The Zimbabwean Constitution allows for freedom of religion. Why are we being harassed 
like this? Are we second class citizens in the land of our birth? Like any other citizen of this 
country we expect equal protection by the law enforcement agents of our Republic. 

I thank you in anticipation of a response from your office. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

+Chad, Harare 

The Rt. Revd.Dr. Chad N. Gandiya 
Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Harare CPCA 
 


