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FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate 
in polls about topical issues and share 
voice and text messages? Yes it’s now 
possible!  
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions. 
  
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLL  

Harare has become an eyesore with litter 
everywhere. How can residents play a 
role in retaining the 'sunshine city' 
status? 
 
Text your views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

Women protest for urgent water problem rectification in 
Highfield  
Dozens of women from 
Western Triangle area in 
Highfield organized 
themselves and staged a 
demonstration on 
Wednesday at the local 
council offices in Highfield 
demanding that council 
rectify water problems in 
the area. 
 
The infuriated women said 
they decided to gather their 
courage to confront council 
officials after spending seven months without tape water. ‘We organized 
ourselves and marched to local council offices after realizing that our 
previous call for the water problem to be resolved was falling on deaf 
ears. As women, we have been the worst affected for the last seven 
months as we spent too much time trying to get water at the expense of 
doing our daily chores and incoming generating projects. Previous calls 
to council went unheeded and instead we were billed ridiculous figures 
that had no justification whatsoever,’ said Loice Munati who was leading 
the demonstrators. 
 
Some women demonstrators said they fear for a typhoid outbreak given 
that some of the suburbs that have no water such as Dzivarasekwa have 
reportedly been hit by the deadly disease. ‘Recently we heard of typhoid 
disease outbreak in some areas and we fear that if council continue to 
ignore us, we may end up contracting the deadly typhoid and our fears 
have grown following unconfirmed reports that some people in our area 
have since contracted the disease which is caused by using unclean 
water,’ said Amai Tsuro.  
 
The meeting forced council officials at the offices to agree to start 
removing problem old pipes that have been blamed for blocking water 
movement in the area. They said the process would start yesterday, 
Thursday but Talking Harare was not able to verify if this promise was 
honored at the time of going to press. 

Corruption rocks Hebert Chitepo Housing Cooperative 

Corruption has allegedly hit 
Chitepo Housing 
Cooperative in Harare with 
members of the 
cooperative claiming 
corruption is now rampant 
in the cooperative. The 
cooperative was established 
in 2004 and it is alleged 
there has been no 
transparency in the 
utilization of cooperative 
members’ subscriptions. 

Initially the cooperative was supposed to build houses for each member 
but this arrangement was later changed upon request by the 
cooperatives’ membership.  
Currently, each beneficiary is building his or her house upon allocation 
yet the subscriptions are still supposed to be paid in full. It is alleged the 
misuse of funds emerged in 2009 when the cooperative management 
committee failed to account for payments apart from members’ 
subscriptions.  

The issue was handled by the Ministry of Local Government and city 
council representatives which led to the formation of a supervisory 
committee to oversee the work of the committee. After this development 
the situation turned worse. The cooperative has been turned into a 
commercial venture rather than a housing project as initially agreed.  
There was no consultation of the beneficiaries about this move.  The 
supervisory committee adopted new posts such as The Chief Executive 
Officer (C.E.O) and various directors. Other founder members of the 
cooperative tried to engage the team but they were appointed in the 
new management team.  

It is alleged that the cooperative has opened several business units like 



butcheries, bottle stores and super markets located in Glen View, Warren 
Park, Kuwadzana Extension, Chegutu and Kadoma. Nothing is being 
done in the cooperative as subscriptions from members are allegedly 
being misappropriated into business ventures by the management. The 
cooperative owes more than $40 000 in arrears for bills since formation 
which is being footed by members of the cooperative. The Chairman of 
the cooperative is reportedly demanding a sum of $245.00 per 
individual. Some members who paid the money have not yet received 
their receipts confirming the payments made.  

The cooperative is currently using bulk water meters which are difficult 
to manage resulting in the general membership seeking individual 
meters. Members of the cooperative are demanding the resignation of 
the cooperative management committee for allegedly misappropriating 
cooperative funds. Members are demanding audited accounts and 
immediate demarcation of cooperative housing scheme from the 
commercial business which were opened using cooperatives’ funds. The 
members are also demanding to know who owns the fleet of brand new 
vehicles.  

The chairman of the cooperative allegedly now owns seven vehicles and 
they are questioning why the cooperative management has violated 
council by laws which require them to only turn commercial after 
completion of the housing scheme. Members of the cooperative 
management are reported to have openly stated that they have links 
within the Ministry of Local Government and as such they are invincible. 
Members of the cooperative can be reached on 0772 772 735/0772 
930 500/0772 270 967 and 0734 627 180. 
- Inserted by Harare Residents Trust  
Government urged to allocate 15%  to Health Ministry for health 

Hundreds of people living 
with HIV/AIDS 
(PLWHIV/AIDS) gathered in 
Africa Unity Square, Harare 
on Wednesday demanding 
government should allocate 
15% of the total 2012 
National Budget to the 
health sector.  
 
They said African Union 
(AU) leaders long agreed 
that they will allocate 15% 
of their national budget to 
health sector in the Abuja 
Declaration in 2001 and 
therefore the need for the Government of Zimbabwe to respect that 
declaration and help revive the health sector, especially the fight against 
HIV. 
 
The group initially wanted to hand a petition to Finance Minister Tendai 
Biti and Speaker of Parliament Lovemore Moyo but police denied them 
permission to do so saying the march could be high-hijacked by political 
activists. 

For more on this, request the document.  
Chitungwiza appeals for donations 

Chitungwiza municipality has appealed for 
donations towards the 2011 Christmas Mayor's 
Cheer Fund that is aimed at assisting poor 
people. 
 
‘There are poor people in our community who 
generally expect excitement during the festive 
season but life is hard for them. Therefore, 
Chitungwiza Mayor’s Christmas Cheer Fund is 
appealing for donations be they material, 
monetary or moral and such donations will go a 
long way in instilling a sense of belonging to the 
underprivileged members of our society,’ said a 
statement from the Municipality. 
 
Those who want to donate can contact 0270 – 

23001-4, 0712 323842 or 0712 325325333. 

Non Communicable diseases on the increase, warned health 
experts 

Non-
communicable diseases(NC
Ds) like cancer, heart 
attacks, stroke, diabetes 
and many other diseases 
that are non infectious are 
now causing many deaths 
equally at the same rate as 
those caused by HIV/AIDS. 
According to the World 
Health organization (WHO) 
NCDs killed 36.1 million 
people in 2008 worldwide 



and it has been estimated that NCDs will kill 52 million people annually 
by 2030 if no action is taken.  
 
Health experts have urged 
people to take more natural 
and unrefined foods to 
reduce chances of 
contracting these non 
communicable diseases. 
“People should eat more 
unrefined foods so as to 
reduce chances of 
contracting the disease.” 
said a health expert, Dr L D 
Mhlanga. 
 
“People are encouraged to 
eat fruits, vegetables and foods like nyevhe, mufushwa, nyemba and 
other locally and naturally available food sources. One is encouraged to 
be physically active, for example, walking for 30 minutes a day,” added 
Dr Mhlanga.  
 
Alcohol, smoking cigarettes and other drugs have been identified as the 
major causes of cancer, heart and respiratory, hyper tension and heart 
problems. Obesity has also been named as one of the major cause of 
heart failure and high blood pressure related diseases. ‘It has been noted 
that if one’s body mass index (BMI) is above a figure of 25 after you 
have calculated your BMI by dividing your mass in kilograms by your 
height, then divide the answer again by your height, you are susceptible 
to non communicable diseases,’ said Dr Mhlanga. 
 
The increase in the number of people being affected by non 
communicable diseases has contributed to the increase in poverty and 
impedes attainment of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). People 
pay a lot of money for the treatment with costs escalating as the NCDs 
progresses slowly over a period of time further complicating the patient’s 
predicament as he/she maybe rendered unemployable. 

Letter to the Editor 
Glen Lorne residents are bitter with the City of Harare for repeatedly 
sending them bills for services not rendered. Most of the people in the 
low density area have received letters of final demand from the City 
Treasury, yet they do not remember even drinking water supplied by the 
City of Harare. They repair their roads contributing US$20 per household 
without any input from the City. All debts must go!  
- Worried Resident 
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