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FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate 
in polls about topical issues and share 
voice and text messages? Yes it’s now 
possible!  
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLL  

The Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe 
has issued commercial radio licences to 
Zimpapers Talk Radio and Supa 
Mandiwanzira's Zi FM. What do you 
thinks about this? Text your views to 
0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

Typhoid hit Ruwa town  
More than 50 cases of a serious diarrhea have been reported in Ruwa 
town amid fears of a typhoid outbreak and this could worsen the situation 
in Harare where over 200 cases of typhoid have already been reported. 
 
Although Ruwa town council 
played down reports of 
typhoid cases, health officials 
at Ruwa Rehabilitation 
Hospital told Talking Harare 
Monday that over 50 people 
have been admitted at the 
hospital and treated of 
serious diarrhea which is a 
major symptom of typhoid. 
‘Yes we have received 
patients who were suffering 
from intensive diarrhea and 
we treated some of them but others have been transferred to Beatrice 
Infectious Disease Hospital for further tests and treatment. We suspect it 
is typhoid especially given the shortages of clean water in the town. 
There is also general lack of knowledge of hygienic practices and 
unavailability of water treatment tablets and this has worsened the 
situation,’ said a health official at the hospital who spoke on condition of 
strict anonymity since she is not authorized to speak to the media. 
 
The health official said the hospital has been receiving more than 10 
cases of serious diarrhea on a daily basis since Tuesday last week. 
 
Some residents in the town also confirmed that some of their relatives 
and friends have been infected by the disease and attributed the situation 
to unavailability of clean water in the area. ‘Some people have been 
infected by typhoid and this is mainly because we have not been 
receiving water for some weeks. People were using water from 
unprotected and shallow water sources and it is clear, some could have 
contracted the disease from contaminated water,’ said Evans 
Madhabhura, a Ruwa resident.  
 
"We fear the disease might spread to the whole town if council delays to 
address the water problem. Toilets systems cannot work without 
adequate water supply so the same who fall sick end up using the bush to 
relieve themselves thereby promoting the spread of this disease," added 
Madhabhura. 
 
Meanwhile Ruwa Town Council has refuted that there is a typhoid 
outbreak in the town saying there is no evidence to suggest the existence 
of tthe deadly disease. 

Aqua tablets used as detergent 
Some women in Harare are 
reportedly using the Aqua tablets 
for bleaching their clothes instead 
of using the tablets for the purpose 
of treating water. Aqua tablets are 
some of the water treatment tablets 
being issued to people by Harare 
City Council and non-governmental 
organisations to treat drinking 
water in the wake of typhoid and 
diarrhea outbreak in the capital 
city. 
 
A snap survey conducted by Talking 
Harare following a tip-off from 
members of the public showed that 
some residents were using the 
tablet as a washing detergent at 
the expense of purifying water for 

domestic use. 
 
In Budiriro, some women said they use the aqua water treatment tablet 
to wash clothes saying it easily removes dirty stains. "Yes I use the tablet 
as a washing detergent because it quickly remove stains and in any case 
we get it for free from council and NGOs who say we must use it for 



water treatment purposes. In fact, most people here are using the aqua 
tablets for washing clothes since many of them cannot afford to buy soap 
and other washing powders, " said Mrs Tariro Maumbe of Budiriro. 
 
However, it emerged that whilst some residents are using the tablets for 
the unintended purpose, some are actually struggling to acquire them to 
use for water treatment as those tasked with the responsibility of 
distributing the tablets are not being transparent. ‘We have a serious 
challenge here in Dzivarasekwa where those given responsibility to 
distribute the aqua water treatment tablets are not giving them to 
everyone but to their friends and relatives and the net effect of that is we 
end up being exposed to typhoid and diarrhea as we now drink unpurified 
water since we have got no access to the tablets. It actually pains us to 
hear there are people who are using these tablets as detergents when we 
want them for water purification. How do you explain this situation when 
some people use such tablets for trivial purposes?’ lamented a 
Dzivarasekwa woman who preferred not to be named. 
 
Aqua tablets are said to contain an element of a detergent that remove 
dirt from fabrics. 
 
Water treatment chemicals are being distributed for free in most suburbs 
but the demand has been overwhelming with health experts urging 
people to treat all water from boreholes, tapes and any other source. In 
areas like Epworth  an organization called Teen-mothers Therapeutic Care 
Trust is a distributing subsidized water treatment chemical called Water 
Guard at a price of $0,50 per 150ml as an effort to preventing further 
spreading of typhoid. The same amount of the chemical is said to be 
going for $2 in most shops that are making brisk business from panicking 
consumers.  

Council workers fleece Western Triangle residents  
Council officials who have been repairing problem water pipes in Western 
Triangle area in Highfield suburb are reportedly asking residents to pay 
$1 per household as ‘lunch fees’ and threatening to down their tools and 
abort the repairing of the water pipes if the residents fail to comply. 
 
Residents in the area say 
after they successfully 
marched to council district 
offices in Highfield and 
forced council officials to 
take action having spent 7 
months without water, 
council sent its workers last 
Friday who started by 
demanding that residents 
pay $1 per household as 
lunch ‘fees’ for the workers 
to do the work. "After council 
officials agreed to send workers to remove problem pipes that caused us 
to go for 7 weeks without water, the workers came and started 
demanding we pay money for their lunch or else they would abandon the 
work. This is surprising given that we pay council bills every month and 
when we informed the workers that we could not afford to pay the $1 per 
household they were demanding, they threatened to stop the repair 
exercise and some residents ended up paying fearing tapes could 
continue to be dry if they didn’t pay. The council workers were really 
taking advantage of the situation," said Nyasha Mashonga who led a 
group of demonstrators that besieged council offices last week and forced 
council to  agree to repair old pipes in the area. 
 
Some duped residents said they took the matter to relevant authorities to 
see if they could be refunded of their money.  

Communities take over local garden projects  
More than 500 people in Glen View and Glen Norah have resumed control 
and ownership of two community gardens in Glen View 7 suburb after the 
projects were officially handed over to them by Solidarity International, a 
non-governmental organization that initiated and has been funding the 
projects for years. Solidarity International is set stop its operations in 
Zimbabwe by the end of November this year.  

 
Some members expressed 
their gratitude saying they 
appreciate the move as 
it empowers them to start 
generating money for their 
up keep. "We are happy with 
what Solidarity International 
has done for us as this will 
empower us to keep on 
generating money for the 
upkeep of our children," said 
Joao Zangaroti, a member of 
the community garden 
projects. 
 

The beneficiaries who consist of people living with HIV, dependents for 
people living with disability, orphans and the elderly will start to run the 
projects with the assistance from local seed producers, City of Harare and 



Agritex which will provide with information and technical advice on how to 
grow crops in the garden. City of Harare has assisted by providing with 
the land free of charge.  
 
Solidarity International has been funding the four community garden 
projects in Harare that have an average of 400 members each. Two of 
the projects are situated in Glen View (7) one is in Mufakose and the 
other in Hatcliffe. 

PEACE LOVE Campaign to be launched in Harare 

A campaign dubbed PEACE LOVE Campaign to mark the 2011 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender Violence will be launched on Monday in Africa 
Unity Square, Harare, under the theme ‘From Peace in the Home to Peace 
in the World – Let us Challenge Militarism and End  Violence Against 
Women.’ 
 
The campaign, which will be coordinated by the Highfield-based Young 
Women for Peace, will bring together women’s rights activists and 
ordinary women mainly from high density suburbs so that they can share 
information on how to end domestic violence. 
  
'In this campaign we want to launch not only 16 Days of Activism Against 
gender-based Violence but 366 days of ove and peace in the home,' said 
Joao Zangaroti who is coordinating the event.' 

 
 

CORAH 2011  
Designed & Managed by Blacksmith Picture  

 

  

  
 


