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Police attack Dzivarasekwa man 

Barely two weeks after police in Shamva 
fatally assaulted a mine worker over 
allegations of having sold fake gold to 
a top cop’s wife, police in Dzivarasekwa 
last weekend severely attacked a local 
man, Knowell Rongoti, whom they 
accused of threatening to beat a woman 
in their presence. 
Eye witnesses told 
Talking Harare that 
Rongoti was 
severely beaten 
and fell 
unconscious after 
two police officers 
from Dzivarasekwa 
Police Station 
accused him of 
threatening to beat 
a certain woman whom he was allegedly 
quarreling with in the police’s 
officers presence. The two officers 
allegedly hit Rongoti with fists and kicked 
him accusing him of daring to beat a 
woman (name not established) in their 
presence. The assaulted man is said to 
have become unconscious following the 
beatings and some residents rescued him 
and started using water to resuscitate 
him. 
 
‘He was severely assaulted and the police 
only let him  off after they realized he had 
fallen unconscious and that the growing 
crowd was pleading with them to stop the 
beatings. We then poured some cold 
water and he woke up and the police 
officers then took him to their police 
station where he was then released 
without charge,’ said Eden Chitima who 
witnessed the assault on Rongoti.  
 
Police at Dzivarasekwa refused to speak 
on the matter while Rongoti also refused 
to comment saying he feared further 
victimization. 
 
Police officers have for long been accused 
of being vicious when dealing with 
members of the public, especially 
opposition political activists. However, of 
late there seem to be an increase in the 
assault of ordinary members of the public 
and kombi crews who have also had their 
vehicle windscreens being shattered. 

HIV+ vendors appeal to council 
People living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHIV/AIDS) in Dzivarasekwa have urged 
Harare City Council to allow them to return to the streets and do vending 
which they say is their only source of livelihood. This follows a crackdown 
launched by municipal police last week in the suburb in which several illegal 
vendors were arrested and their wares confiscated. 
 
Several residents who spoke to 
Talking Harare and claimed to 
be HIV positive said the move 
to bar them from vending will 
result in them losing their only 
source of income and deprive 
them of food which is needed 
for them to take medication. 
‘Council should think twice 
before removing us from our 
vending sites because vending 
is our only source of living. 
What compounds the situation 
is that the anti-retroviral (ARVs) that we take require that we take lots of 
food and we were able to buy food through money raised from vending. 
Therefore council should put a human face and allow us to do our activities, 
in any case we are the residents of Harare and there cannot be a council if 
all of us perish,’ said Trymore Chimombe of Dzivarasekwa. 
 
An HIV activist, Kenneth Chamboko, asked council to offer alterative market 
stalls before evicting people from the streets. ‘They should give us 
alternative formal market stalls because this is our only source of income to 
pay rentals and school fees, buy food and medication as well as meeting all 
daily expenses. If council does not respond favorably, we will petition city 
fathers over this matter,’ added Chamboko. 
 
Last week Harare municipal police drove away illegal vendors at 
Dzivarasekwa 1 and 3 Shopping Centres and all the streets in the suburb. 
Vendors and some tuck-shop owners had their wares confiscicated while 
some were detained at the local council offices after they refused to 
surrender their goods and wares.  

Epworth residents erect road humps 

In an effort to reduce road traffic accidents, some residents of Epworth have 
erected road humps along the main road, Jacha Street, which is used by 
many vehicles such as commuter omnibuses or kombis. 
 
When Talking Harare visited the town this week, dozens of residents could 
be seen preparing concrete barriers needed to set the humps and the 
residents said they were doing this in an effort to make sure that vehicles do 
not over speed as has become the norm.  

The residents claimed that several people have been fatally run over by 
speeding kombis while others have been injured. They also claimed that 
Epworth Local Board has refused to listen to residents who approached it 
seeking for the erection of the humps. 
 
When asked why they were doing this without council or government 
approval, the residents said they could not wait for many lives to be lost 
while stuck in council and government bureaucratic processes.  
They said what was more important to them was that they are saving lives. 
Talking Harare was not able to get an immediate comment from the local 
town board. 

Parents clash with Nyandoro school head 

Parents with children at Highfield’s Nyandoro Primary School are up in arms 
with the school’s head (name withheld) whom they accuse of 
misappropriating school funds.  
 
The impasse resulted in hundreds of parents storming the school premises 
last week and threatening to beat up the school head if she failed to give 
satisfactory answers on how the money was spent.  
 
‘We stormed into the school premises and asked the school head to explain 
how the school fees we paid was utilized and we were not given satisfactory 
answers. At the last general meeting at the school, we were promised that 



Water shortages hit community 
garden project 

Garden crops worth thousands of dollars 
were lost due to water shortages at 
Evergreen Community Garden  
Co-operative in Glenview 7 in the past two 
weeks. The crops that were still at a 
tender stage, were a complete write-off as 
there was no water for irrigation since the 
mysterious disappearance of two electric 
water pumps at the garden two weeks 
ago. 
 
Chairperson of the co-operative Juao 
Zangaroti told Talking Harare that 
potatoes, vegetables, tomatoes and other 
crops dried off resulting in the project 
losing crops worth more than $10 000. 
There have not been other alternatives to 
irrigate the crops since they are left with 
one water pump of the three electric 
water pumps at the boreholes that supply 
water for irrigating the crops. 
  
However, some crops are flourishing as 
some members of the co-operative are 
using water from wells at a nearby stream 
but this water is only enough to water less 
than 20 square metres, according to 
Zangaroti.  
  
The co-operative is an initiative by 
Solidarity International organisation that 
funded the project to help people living 
with HIV/AIDS, orphans, people living 
with disability and other disadvantaged 
groups. The garden has a variety of crops 
that are grown on a 5 hectare piece of 
land.  

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate in 
polls about topical issues and share voice 
and text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  
 
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
 
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLLS  

The row between traffic police and kombi 
operators has escalated in Harare and 
commuters have been the most affected. 
What should be done to ensure 
commutters are not inconvinienced? Text 
your views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

we were free to come to the school and inspect finance books but efforts to 
do this were being blocked by the school head and so we had to confront 
her.’  
 
‘We feel that there is no transparency in the way finances are being handled 
and as parents we are obviously concerned because we are the ones who 
toil to pay school fees. No meaningful development has been taking place at 
the school and we wonder where the money is going,’ said Violet Chitsinde 
who led the demonstrators. 
 
Pupils at the school were in February asked to pay $36 per pupil in addition 
to the stipulated $20 that they had paid in January. According to sources 
close to the School Development Association (SDA), the top up fee was 
meant to supplement the school’s budget. 
  
It is said some SDA members initially tried to negotiate with the parents to 
find an amicable situation and resolve the dispute between the school head 
and the parents and this did not work. 
 
When contacted for comment, the school head referred all questions to SDA 
members who also declined to give details saying they will do so after a 
meeting with all parents scheduled for next week. 

Residents skeptical over pre-paid water meters 

Some residents in Mabvuku say they are 
skeptical over the efficiency and durability 
of pre-paid water meters that Harare city 
council has started installing in the suburb. 
 
Some of the residents who had the new 
meters installed at their premises a few 
weeks ago said they were not told how 
these pre-paid water meters operate and 
feared council could still send huge bills 
taking advantage of residents’ ignorance. 
 
A snap survey by Talking Harare in the 
area also showed that people do not 
understand how these meters operate. 
Others also expressed concern over the 
durability of the pre-paid water meters as 
some of them are already looking old 
despite having been installed a few weeks 

ago. 
 
Harare city council recently announced that it is in the process of fixing  
pre-paid meters to households with non-functional and obsolete meters.  
The process is underway with several households in Tafara and Mabvuku 
already using the new system. The city council has also advised residents to 
guard the meters against vandalism and theft. 
 

 

City watch 



Chipangano 
group is 
contributing 
in the 
deterioration 
of service 
delivery here 
in Mbare as 
council 
workers fear 
to carry out 
their duties 
as they are intimidated with violence 
accused of being aligned to MDC. 
Vakatirambidza kuita musangano wekuti 
tigadzirise maproblems eservice delivery. 
Right now Mbirimi Drive, near Chitsere 
School, is almost blocked with garbage 
and burst sewage pipes are in almost 
every Street in Mbare but Chipangano is 
busy milking us and disrupting progress.-
TK 
…………………………………….. 
 
There are mysterious activities of naked 
people putting on masks taking place near 
an abattoir in Whitecliff. These 
naked people loiter at the place during the 
night but strangely during the day. NT- 
Whitecliff. 
 ………………………………..  
 
Hands up to vendors and other residents 
at Mutomba Shopping Centre in Warren 
Park! They have taken the initiative of 
cutting grass and filling in potholes on the 
roads around the shopping centre. Let’s 
emulate these people and do the same in 
our residential areas otherwise council will 
not do this for the next 20 years. KJ- 
Warren Park 
…………………………………….. 
 
ZESA must take a leaf from Harare city 
council that is installing pre-paid water 
meters. I think if ZESA do the same, all 
the madness of outrageous bills will be a 
thing of the past. Pre-paid meters are 
better than ZESA’s estimating billing 
system otherwise people will continue to 
be entrapped in huge debts. Mai Modza 
Mabvuku. 
…………………………………….. 
 
As people living with HIV, we need be 
trained to start small projects like crafting, 
gardening, poultry and others so that we 
desist from always extending begging 
bowls to non-governmental organisations 
for food aid. Be positive about being 
positive! With good food, a good state of 
mind you can live long. Ndudza- 
Kuwadzana. 
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