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Saviour Kasukuwere is reported to have reached an agreement with Stanbic Bank 

Zimbabwe for a youth empowerment fund worth $20 million.  

 

We would like to urge all companies being coerced into such schemes as part of 

the indigenisation programme to be extremely cautious.  

 

These companies risk playing an active part in the dirty politics of Zanu and they 

should make every effort to safeguard themselves from such accusations in the 

future. Zanu has a rich history of being partisan in the distribution of anything 

from the state be it drought relief, jobs or agricultural inputs. They have a well 

developed template of demanding a Zanu membership card before a person can 

benefit.  

 

Given the state of the Zimbabwean political environment transparency should be 

a key requirement of any of these empowerment schemes. The list of 

beneficiaries should be made public. This should be done at certain stages in the 

distribution process of the funds. For every $5 million that is distributed the 

people of Zimbabwe should know who the recipients of the cash were.  

   

Old Mutual launched a similar programme in the past and one wonders who has 

benefitted from the funds. These companies must make every effort that the 

youth of Zanu PF are not the only ones who benefit from these schemes. Handing 

wads of cash to Zanu PF and folding their hands is not going to be enough, it 

could even be complicit. 
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The youth of Zimbabwe are not going to be hoodwinked by Zanu get rich quick 

scams. It might be in Stanbic’s interests to know that the “youth” leader in Zanu 

PF is a grandfather. Everyday definitions take on a new meaning when you enter 

Zanu territory. A youth is no longer an everyday young man or woman. After all 

the leader of that abominable party is a man in 80s who thinks like an 11 year old 

girl. 

 

The MDC stands for real, non partisan empowerment that benefits all 

Zimbabweans regardless of race, tribe, party or creed.  

 

 

 

    

 

The people’s struggle for real change: Let’s finish it!! 
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