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1.  IN this issue: Media Lawyers Network (MLN) statement and resolutions on media 
freedom  

The Zimbabwean Media Lawyers Network remains deeply concerned that the legislative and 
socio-political environment in Zimbabwe remains largely hostile to media freedom. 

Repressive legislation and administrative practices remain in place, threatening the sustainability 
of the media notwithstanding the marginal reforms undertaken by the inclusive government.    

While the licensing of two national radio stations is a notable development, it remains to be seen 
if the two stations will provide content that is alternative to the state-controlled broadcaster given 
their perceived links to the ZANU-PF arm of government.  

The MLN wishes to reiterate that the opening of the airwaves should enhance media pluralism 
and not be a mere multiplication and amplification of the same voices. Improved quality of 
broadcasting is a necessary by-product of media freedoms and this will not be achieved when the 
legislative framework is littered with laws which impose unreasonable restrictions and controls 
on broadcasting. 

 It also remains of critical concern that a player in the broadcasting industry, the Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation, is failing to fulfil its public service broadcasting mandate. Besides its 
partisan content that only reflects views of those who control it, the broadcaster is also  unable to 
reach all parts of Zimbabwe as its signal is inaccessible in a number of areas in the country.  

Despite this, ZBC continues to demand  ‘listeners’ and ‘viewers’ licenses from everyone in  
possession  of a receiver capable of receiving broadcasting transmission. 

This is a form of injustice as it is  grossly unreasonable to compel a person to continuously pay a 
fee for a service they are not getting.   

In light of the foregoing the Zimbabwe Media Lawyers Conference held on 29 June 2012 in 
Masvingo adopted the following resolutions:- 



1. We reiterate our previous calls for the immediate repeal of all legislative provisions 
which hinder freedom of expression through criminalising free expression and placing 
restrictions on the enjoyment of media freedoms. These include, but are not limited to 
specific provisions of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act (Chapter 9:23), 
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Public Order and Security Act, 
Broadcasting Services Act and the Interception of Communications Act. 
 

2. We urge parliamentarians to acquaint themselves with the ideals of press freedom and 
adhere to internationally accepted norms and standards in coming up with laws and 
policies regulating the media and access to information. 
 

3. We urge the judiciary to interpret legislative and constitutional provisions relating to 
media freedoms in a manner that enables rather than stifle media freedom and access to 
information.  
 

4. We further urge the judiciary to expeditiously deal with all matters relating to press 
freedom and freedom of expression and follow internationally accepted norms and 
standards in dealing with these cases. 
 

5. We urge the Executive to exercise restraint and pave way for self regulation of the media.  
In particular, we urge the Executive to adopt policies and measures that will enhance 
media freedoms. 
 

6. We also urge the Government of Zimbabwe to support ongoing initiatives towards the 
promotion of access to information such as the Draft Model Law for African Union 
States on Access to Information, as well as the African Platform on Access to 
information and incorporate these into Zimbabwean Law. 
 

7. The Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation should be transformed into a true public 
service broadcaster for it to be entitled to revenue from the public to sustain its 
operations. Otherwise, it should compete on the same level as any other broadcaster. 
 

8. We also in particular, call upon the authorities to revisit  the provision in the 
Broadcasting  Services Act which mandate ZBC to obtain licence fees from all holders of 
broadcasting receivers regardless of whether they actually receive its services or not. The 
law should also be amended such that only those who actually access ZBC signals are 
obliged  to pay the licence fees. 
 

9. We also call on the government to genuinely free the airwaves to enhance media 
pluralism 



 
10. On our part, we undertake to continue researching into the existing legislative and policy 

provisions in contrast with international standards and coming up with alternative 
legislative and policy provisions as a basis for seeking legislative reforms. 

 
11. We also reiterate our commitment to work towards the defence of journalists and media 

practitioners in distress and assist them on a pro bono basis and/or at a reduced fee 
structure through the use of relevant local, regional and international litigation avenues 
that may be available. 
End 

 
The Media lawyers Network, is a network of lawyers working towards the defence and 
promotion of the right to freedom of expression including access to information and media 
freedom. The network works under the auspices of MISA-Zimbabwe. 

 

2. Media Violations Statistics May/June 2012 

 

Victim/concerned 
party  

Violation /Event/ Date  Status of the matter 

Vendors selling 
copies of the 
privately owned 
Newsday and Daily 
News newspapers 

Ordered by a lone soldier to 
surrender their newspapers at a 
local police post in the 
Midlands provincial town 
centre of Gokwe. 
 

22 May 2012 It is feared that the 
soldier’s actions 
could signal renewed 
terror campaigns 
against the 
independent press 
ahead of elections 
slated for this year or 
in 2013. 

 
Passmore Kuzipa, 
The Mirror’s news 
editor 

 

Assaulted with clenched fists by 
Gabriel Mupasiri, a car dealer 
and computer technician in 
Zimbabwe’s southern town of 
Masvingo who insisted he was 
the person mentioned in a story 
under the satirical column, Hot 
on the Heels, titled - Rhodene 
man locks up wife. 
 
 

24 May 2012 A report was made 
at Masvingo Central 
Police station where 
an assault case 
number 1347075, 
was opened against 
Mupasiri. According 
to officials at The 
Mirror, the police 
were still pursuing 
the matter. 

Petroc Trelawny. 
BBC presenter 

Arrested during the Bulawayo 
Music Festival in Zimbabwe’s 

26 May 2012 According to Bruce 
McDonald, the 



second largest city of Bulawayo 
for working in Zimbabwe 
without accreditation. 
 

administrator of the 
Zimbabwe Academy 
of Music, Trelawny 
had been treated well 
while in police 
custody. He was 
expected to fly out 
of Zimbabwe on 28 
May 2012.  
 

Vendors selling  
privately-owned 
newspapers, 
Newsday and the 
Daily News 

Threatened by Members of the 
Zimbabwe Ex-Political 
Prisoners, Detainees and 
Restrictees’ Association 
(Zeppdra) unless the 
publications give positive 
coverage to President Robert 
Mugabe. 
 

27 May 2012 Suspected ZANU PF 
supporters have 
reportedly banned 
the circulation of the 
two papers in 
outlying parts of the 
country. 

Kelvin Jakachira , 
former political 
editor with 
Newsday 

Awarded more than US$18 000 
in damages after an independent 
arbitrator ruled that his 
employers Alpha Media 
Holdings (AMH) had illegally 
terminated his employment 
contract. 
 
 

30 May 2012 
 

AMH lawyer, 
Miranda 
Sachikonye, said 
they would appeal 
against the ruling as 
they were not 
satisfied with the 
decision. 
 

Petroc Trelawny. 
BBC presenter 

Arrested during the Bulawayo 
Music Festival in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe’s second largest  city 
for allegedly working in 
Zimbabwe without 
accreditation in terms of the 
repressive Access to 
Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (AIPPA). 

1 June 2012 After being released 
on 30 May 2012, he 
was then facing new 
charges on 
allegations of 
breaching 
Zimbabwe’s 
immigration laws. 
Eventually flew out 
of the country on 1 
June 2012 after the 
charges were 
dropped. 

 

 

 


