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FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you 
can now use your 
cellphone to listen to 
news headlines, radio 
documentaries, music, 
participate in polls about 
topical issues and share 
voice and text 
messages? Yes it’s now 
possible!  
All you have to do is 
simply dial 0777 437 
300 or 0777 437301 and 
follow simple 
instructions.  
Start Dialing Now and 
Get Connected!!! 

OPINION POLL  

Harare has become an 
eyesore with litter 
everywhere. How can 
residents play a role in 
retaining the 'sunshine 
city' status? Text your 

Mabvuku residents to confront council over water shortages 

Mabvuku residents have 
threatened to confront 
council accusing it of taking 
people for granted by failing 
to improve service delivery, 
especially water supply, in 
the suburb. 
 
The threat comes in the 
wake of continuous water 
shortages, power cuts and 
existence of huge mounds 
of uncollected garbage in 
the suburb and the city centre. The challenge of water shortages has 
also been compounded by high water bills that residents are currently 
receiving for a month in which they had virtually no water. 
 
William Daison who leads a local residents group in Mabvuku told Talking 
Harare that if council fails to address the water situation, residents will 
soon abandon ‘talks’ with council and take to the streets. 
 
Daison said: "Vanhu vari kuti taneta kubhadhara mari yemvura 
isingawanikwi. Tinosvika nazvo kupi zvatawe kufa nezvirwere (People 
are tired of paying for unavailable water supplies. When is the end of 
this suffering, we are dying of diseases). So with immediate effect, 
Mabvuku residents will be pushing for a real showdown with city 
authorities. Tawe kuenda mberi tichirwira kodzero dzedu kusvikira 
zvanaka, tichitanga kuungana paoffice pakatsekera." 
 
‘The young ones are enjoying these water shortages as they have more 
time to have unprotected sex under the cover of darkness,’ said Mbuya 
Chawatama referring to hundreds of youths who gather every night at a 
borehole near Kamunhu Shops in Mabvuku to draw water. ‘As parents 
we now fear that if this continues we will soon witness an increase in the 
number of unwanted pregnancies, potentially infected with HIV/Aids and 
so we think enough is enough, ‘ she added. 
 
Meanwhile, Harare Residents Trust (HRT) has threatened to mobilise 
people to march to Town House demanding improved service delivery. 
‘When the time comes for the communities to march to Town House or 
any of their centres of power in the communities, demanding services 
like water, no one should cry foul and claim to be innocent. Those who 
stand in the way of residents’ interventions shall pay and it will happen 
soon,’ said HRT in a statement. 

Avenues area gets more ugly 
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Avenues area, which is 
mostly known as being the 
‘red traffic’ area because of 
the hive of commercial sex 
activity has been added 
with a new feather, that of 
mounds of uncollected 
rubbish. 
 
A visit to this area paint a 
gloomy picture of dirty, 
stenchy smells and 

rejection as almost every street has got piles of uncollected garbage. To 
make matters worse, council cleaners have not been doing their work for 
the past weeks and so the streets are now an eyesore. 
 
One resident in the area, Maxwell Muparengu told Talking Harare council 
has not been cleaning the streets in the area and also that refuse 
collection vehicles have not been coming in to collect bins. ‘The situation 
is very dire here because there is litter everywhere and council is not 
coming to provide cleaning services even though we are paying refuse 
collection fees,’ said Muparengu. 

How can Harare retain its ‘Sunshine City’ status 

Talking Harare asked 
people what they  think can 
be done to solve the 
problem of uncollected 
garbage in the city and help 
try to bring back the 
‘Sunshine City’ status and 
below are the feedback that 
people texted us on our 
feedback number 0777 
437300; 
……………………………………………
……………………………… 
City of Harare needs to start recycling all this litter! It  should provide 
citizens with recycling depots, information and incentives and this will 
significantly reduce the garbage problems 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
The incompetent councillors must be fired for failing to restore city 
status. They must pave way for people willing to work than just selling 
infill stands 
 …………………………………………………………………………… 
I think residents and city council must work together and there must be 
a heavy fine for those against the law, those that throw litter 
everywhere. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
I think Harare residents must throw away politics and remain united for 
the good of the city. I say this because council operations have been too 
politised for decades and this has obviously affected service delivery. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
Council should launch environmental preservation campaigns aimed at 
changing attitudes especially on refuse disposal. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
The city council should only employ more workers who can manage to 
clean the city and give them adequate salaries on time using the money 



that we pay every month for refuse collection. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
Anyone with a dirty shop or surroundings must be heavily fined and 
council should make it mandatory for building owners to paint their 
buildings after every five years. 
 …………………………………………………………………………… 
One way is to conscientise residents on the effects of pollution on health 
etc through campaigns. There is a group called NASWS who can do this 
and please call . Please call 0775952617 for more information about this. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
To retain the 'Sunshine City' status, we should not throw rubbish 
everywhere it’s better to put litter in bins and make sure council collect 
bins at the right time. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
By enforcing a heavy fine if people are caught throwing litter on to the 
streets like they do in Singapore where the city is spotless! Educating 
people on litter disposal and keeping the environment clean would help 
too. 

Reinstated councilors salute the High court 
Harare city councilors who 
had been dismissed by the 
Local Government minister, 
Ignatius Chombo, have 
applauded the High Court 
for coming to their rescue 
following the court’s ruling 
that they be re-instated as 
they did not commit any 
crime. 
 
Councilor Sulas Machetu of 

Highfield told Talking Harare the councilors feel vindicated saying they 
were fired for simply belonging to a political party that is against that of 
Chombo. ‘We are happy to be back to work for the people and we feel 
justice has been done because we said it right from the beginning that 
there was no case to answer and that the minister had no power to 
dismiss innocent councilors, ‘ said Machetu. 
 
Other councilors said the minister’s actions were driven by hate and 
politics. ‘I was surprised to see only the four of us being dismissed yet 
there were other four who were facing the same allegations as us. It is 
very clear that Mr. Chombo decided to fire us because we were not loyal 
to him and that he is driven by anger,’ said Dzivarasekwa ward 39 
councilor Johnson Zaranyika. 
 
The High Court on Tuesday ruled that the four councilors be reinstated 
and resume their duties after the court proved that the allegations 
leveled against them were unfounded. The four had appealed to the High 
court saying the dismissal was unjust and irrational. 
 
Other councilors who had been axed from the council are Mbare Ward 3 
councilor Paul Gorekore and Highfield Ward 26 councilor Maxwell 
Katsande. They all resumed their duties 11 months after they were fired 
on similar allegations. 
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