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Residents demolish substandard/old 
structures  

In an effort to reduce cases of buildings 
and security walls collapsing and injuring 
people, residents of Marwede have 
embarked on an exercise to pull down old 
and substandard building structures. 

 
 
Marwede is a relatively new suburb near 
Whitecliff settlement west of Harare with 
hundreds of people having erected 
makeshift cabins and houses and of late 
these have been collapsing, injuring 
several people especially children. There 
are unconfirmed reports that two people 
lost their lives after these structures 
broke down. 

The heavy rains that have of late hit 
Harare are said to have triggered the 
collapse of the weak buildings. Heavy 
winds have sometimes worsened the 
situation given that the area is  
water-logged and so buildings collapse 
easily. 

Kuwadzana SDC under fire over 
missing building materials 

A School Development Committee (SDC) 
entrusted with the construction of 
Kuwadzana Extension High School in 
Harare has come under fire from local 
residents following revelations that all the 
building equipment that was purchased is 
missing. This has resulted in the stalling 
of the school’s construction. 

Bogus Welfare Trust cause more havoc in Mabvuku  
The bogus Welfare Trust of Zimbabwe (WTZ) group allegedly went on 
rampage last Thursday assaulting some members of the public and two 
council officials who had failed to take instructions from them at Mabvuku 
council offices. 
 
Eye witnesses told Talking 
Harare the group stormed into 
council offices demanding to 
see a person whom they 
accused of inciting people not 
to pay the $1 they were 
asking for claiming it would be 
used to engage a lawyer who 
would assist in the 
cancellation of residents' 
council bills. 
 
When officials present told them that they did not know of anyone telling 
people to revolt against them, the infuriated group leader and his five 
accomplices started assaulting council officials and some members of the 
public who had attempted to restrain them. 
 
‘One of them who appeared to be their leader hit me with a stick and went 
to hit my colleague who was close to me. He demanded that we tell him 
the person who incited residents not to pay money to them,’ said the 
assaulted council worker who did not like to be named fearing further 
victimisation.  

‘Some residents tried to intervene but they were also attacked and when 
others tried to inquire on the group’s activities, they were also assaulted by 
the group whose members looked visibly drunk,’ said Tinei Chimusoro who 
was also attacked. 
 
The group then left but threatened to hunt down people it accused of 
jeopardizing their project by calling them ‘dubious.’ 
 
WTZ has been on the loose for over a month now since it started its 
dubious activities demanding money from residents in Highfield before 
moving to Glen Norah. The group resurrected in Mabvuku last week after 
council started attaching goods from households that are in bill arrears. 
 
Analysts say WTZ could emerge to be another version of the notorious 
Mbare-based Chipangano outfit that has been terrorising residents and 
those peceirved to be anti- ZANU (PF). This is possible given police’s failure 
to arrests WTZ members even though Harare city council has made it clear 
that the group’s operations are illegal and that it is not registered to 
negotiate over residents’ bills.  

Selective health provision in Highfield 

Nurses at Highfield local clinics are reported to be selectively providing 
health services by denying the elderly and children under the age of 5 of 
medical attention.  
 
According to some affected members who spoke to Talking Harare, nurses 
are doing this to spite these people who do not have to pay medical fees as 
per council and government policy. 
 
‘I took my child to clinic this morning but they said they could not attend to 
her claiming they did not have the prescribed tablets but when I insisted 
and threatened to call the city’s director of health, the nurse suddenly gave 
me the tablets but said we should pay as they could not continue offering 
free medication,’ said a woman at Old Highfield Poly Clinic. 
 
‘What these people are doing is unfair, I witnessed an incident where an 
elderly man was turned away from a clinic in old Highfield on the grounds 
that there is no medication but then I overheard one of the nurses saying 
vanongoda kutinetsa ivo vasingabhadhare. Ini ndomira mira pavanhu 
vanobhadhara chete,’ (They want to bother us for nothing yet they do not 
pay medical fee. I prefer to attend to people who pay) said Dadirai 



 
 
Impeccable sources told Talking Harare 
that building material worth about $50 
000 in the form of quarry stones, sand 
and bricks have disappeared without 
trace from the school site and there is no 
evidence the material could have been 
used to do any construction.  
 
‘Large volumes of quarry stones and 
bricks have disappeared with no trace 
and there is no development at the 
school site and this means the SDC has 
got something to do with the 
disappearance of the building material. 
We wonder why they are not reporting 
the matter to the police since it is clear 
some acts of theft took place,’ said one 
source who asked not to be named 
claiming the issue has now turned 
political with revelations that some ZANU 
(PF) youths could be involved in the 
whole saga. 
 
Another source allege that some SDC 
leaders are the ones who have politicized 
the school building project in order to 
allow themselves with access to looting of 
funds and building materials. 
 
Construction of the school began way 
back in 1995 with donors and residents 
mobilizing to build the school in order to 
accommodate the suburbs growing 
population. The project was unfortunately 
affected by the hostile political 
environment that ensued in 2000 and 
resulted in many donors pulling out of the 
project.  

Today, the school is a white elephant and 
pupils continue to walk longer distance 
attending schools in Kuwadzana 5, 
Kambuzuma and Dzivarasekwa. The only 
school in the area is Kuwadzana 
Extension Primary School that 
accommodates more than 3000 pupils. 

Litter bins for all public transporters  

The Environmental Management Agency 
(EMA) has made it mandatory for all 
public transport operators to have plastic 
bins in their cars so that passengers get 
somewhere to dispose their litter. This 
means it will now be an offence for any 
kombi, bus or taxi to operate without the 
litter bag. 

EMA has set the yesterday,7th of March, 
as the deadline for all public transporters 
to have a container bag or tin for a bin. 
Law enforcement agency from EMA, 
Harare city council and Zimbabwe 
Republic Police will be deployed to 
monitor and defaulters will be fined. 
 
The move is expected to reduce pollution 
as some passengers were previously 
throwing litter from moving vehicles 
thereby causing pollution and putting 
other road users at accident risks. 

Residents grieve over unfair ZESA 
load shedding 

Residents of Katanga and Ngoni suburbs 
in Norton have expressed disappointment 
over excessive load shedding in these 
areas claiming other suburbs are rarely 

Mashinga of Highfield.  

Talking Harare received reports from a number of women who testified that 
their children were denied medical attention because they do not pay.   
When contacted for comment, nurses at Old Highfield Poly Clinic refused to 
speak saying they are not allowed to speak to the media. Efforts to get 
comments from the city’s Health Director, Prosper Chonzi, were not 
successful at the time of going to press. 
 
People who are 65 years and above and children below the age of five are 
given free medical attention at government and council clinics. 

Typhoid fear spreads to Manyame Park 

Manyame Park residents in Chitungwiza are living in fear of typhoid 
outbreak as sewage is now flowing near the water wells that they dug. 
 
A visit to the area by Talking Harare showed a sorry state as residents are 
literally obtaining water from unhygienic wells with sewage flowing less 
than a meter away from the 
water sources. 

Almost all residents in the 
area source water from these 
wells since tapes are always 
dry and this has prompted 
residents to call upon the 
turmoil-ridden Chitungwiza 
Town Council to immediately 
put in measures to ensure 
consistent tape water supply. 

‘We are living in fear of 
typhoid because sewage is 
now flowing near our wells that provide us with water in the absence of 
tape water and we are calling upon council to urgently solve the water 
problems to avoid the looming disaster associated with the coming of 
cholera and typhoid,’ said Nyasha Nhau who resides in Manyame Park.  

Meanwhile, Chitungwiza council health officials have started distributing 
water treatment tablets to residents in an effort to ensure residents do not 
drink contaminated water. This comes amid sickening reports that even 
tape water that council sometimes give to the people could be heavily 
contaminated right from its source, Lake Chivero, where Harare and 
Chitungwiza are discharging raw sewage. 

In a related matter, another health hazard is looming at Makwavarara 
Business Centre in Mabvuku as raw sewage water is flowing from a burst 

sewer pipe that has remained 
unrepaired for more than 
three weeks.  

Vendors and people who come 
for shopping at the shops are 
exposed to the strong stench 
emanating from raw sewage 
gushing out from a burst pipe. 
This has gone for three weeks 
even though residents say 
they reported the matter to 
council’s health officials. 

The situation looks potentially 
dangerous as people are relieving themselves at secluded places around 
the place because public toilets at the shopping centre have not been 
functioning well. This has exposed people who come to buy vegetables, 
fruits, food and groceries to risk of contracting diarrheal diseases.  

Several vendors who spoke to Talking Harare said they are forced to 
relieve themselves at secluded places because the sewage system is 
blocked whilst toilets are rarely cleaned. ‘The toilet is always dirty and the 
system does not have running water so we end up resorting to secluded 
places around here,’ said James Chisango a vendor at the shopping centre. 

City watch 

A deep pit that was left uncovered on the 
road near Warren Park 2 Community Centre 
is causing trouble to motorists. The pit, which 
was left ajar when council workers were 
maintaining a burst water pipe, is now two 
weeks old with motorists having difficulty 
negotiating their way past it and therefore 
creating potential for traffic accidents. Please 
Harare city solve this problem. TM, Warren 
Park 
……………………………………………….. 
Two pedestrian crossings near National 
Sports Stadium’s main gate along Bulawayo Road has become a black spot. 
Many people are hit by cars as motorists rarely stop to give way to crossing 
pedestrians. Motorists must respect road signals and carriage markings on 



switched off. 
 
Some residents say they are being 
switched off for the whole day only to get 
power for a few hours mostly during the 
night. “We get electricity for less than 
five hours in the evening when we have 
very little to do with the electricity since 
most people will be asleep. What pains us 
is that other suburbs like Govans and 
Knowe are always connected,’ said 
Kundai Bhiza of Katanga. 

‘Electricity in Norton town is rationed just 
like other towns and suburbs but it 
becomes unfair when some areas are 
having electricity for long hours than 
others,’ added another resident identified 
as Mostaf. 

ZESA embarked on a load shedding 
exercise saying it could not generate 
adequate electricity due to increased 
demand by consumers and lack of 
capitalisation.  

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate in 
polls about topical issues and share voice 
and text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  
 
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
 
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLLS  

The row between traffic police and kombi 
operators has escalated in Harare and 
commuters have been the most affected. 
What should be done to ensure 
commutters are not inconvinienced? Text 
your views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

the roads. Joel- Warren Park.  
…………………………………………… 
I do not agree with the idea of kombi crews boycotting carrying people in 
protest that traffic police is fleecing them. They are tormenting us as if we 
are involved. They should lobby their complaints through their associations 
instead of inconveniencing innocent people. Troubled – Fio  
……………………………………………. 
The recent arrest of several kombi crews in Harare by police is an atrocious 
way of thwarting freedom of expression. It’s hypocrisy and ZRP wants to 
cover up for their bribery practices on the roads. Every citizen has the right 
to freely express him/herself.Concerned citizen - Harare.  
…………………………………………….. 
I feel that the police are paying more attention to commuter omnibus 
operators than doing their duty of maintaining peace and protecting 
ordinary citizens. In a way, they are contributing to people’s suffering. 
Paul – Kuwadzana.  
……………………………………… 
Harare city council has finally cleared mounds of garbage that were being 
dumped for a long time along 127th Street in Warren Park. As residents, 
we applaud council for finally responding to pleas and we would want to 
urge it to continuously monitor the situation and ensure all garbage in 
Warren Park is collected. HRT 
……………………………………………. 
Municipal police here in Glen Norah follow vendors to their homes collecting 
their wares and then sell them regardless of the fact that vendors pay $19 
for market stalls to council every month. – Worried Trader, Glen Norah 
 
Refuse collection borne of contention  
Harare city council published a refuse collection schedule for all places in 
Harare in newspapers but the council’s Waste Management Department 
has proved to be unable to deliver as per scheduled.  
 
In the 2012 budget presentation last year council maintained refuse 
collection fees at $6.50 and $9.50 for high density and low density areas 
respectively. These figures were and are still considered high by many 
residents and residents associations in Harare. The major argument is how 
this is feasible when services of the above mentioned figures are not 
commensurate with the services provided. 
 
The city health department made a statement that their research revealed 
that decomposed garbage is also a source of bacteria that causes typhoid 
and other diarrheal diseases and more than 2800 cases of typhoid have 
been reported so far.  
 
Below are reports from various suburbs of how frequent refuse is being 
collected or not collected; 
 
Warren Park - Refuse is collected once per week but there are times 
when it is not collected for three weeks forcing residents to dump refuse 
along 127th street, corner 123th and 22nd as well as in drainage canals.  
 
Tafara - Refuse is collected every fortnight and usually by the time the 
refuse collection trucks make rounds garbage heaps would have been 
accumulated at the shopping centre and the heaps remain uncollected for 
months.  
 
Sunningdale – Refuse collection is often delayed and is not consistent. 
 
Kuwadzana phase 3– Refuse not consistent. However there are cases of 
damping of garbage at undesignated places.  
 
Mufakose- Residents complained of delayed collections which on many 
occasions see the dumping of garbage at street corners and passageways 
(mikoto). 
 
Mabvuku- There are illegal dumpsites that have emerged along Chiruwa 
and Tapedzera roads in Mabvuku. 
 
Mbare - Garbage heaps are prevalent on street corners and open spaces 
near Matapi, Mai Musodzi and around many hostels. Refuse is usually 
collected once a month yet council charges for once a week.  
 
Geneva - Usahwira beer hall outlet, Blocks 14, 28 and 37 has become 
garbage dumping grounds. 
 
Kugarika Kushinga: The community experiences inconsistent refuse 
collection.  There is not a schedule for collection and sometimes residents 
go for three weeks without refuse collection. 
 
Highfield: Residents rarely have their refuse collected and residents are 
not sure how frequent refuse is collected. Refuse dumping in open spaces 
has become normal. 
 
Budiriro 3: Most of the drainage system in the suburbs is blocked as 
residents dump refuse in open drains. Skips bins only found at shopping 
centres. 
 
Chizhanje: Refuse is collected every Monday and this has helped in 
creating a cleaner environment in the area.  
 



Glen Norah: Refuse is collected only in selected places while areas like 
Orange Place near Ruvheneko Primary School, Kudakwashe Primary 
School, corner of White Way and the open space at the intersection of Glen 
Norah road, road to Specimen shopping centre and Renwick Road has 
become a dumping areas because residents have nowhere else to take the 
garbage. There are no skip bins in the area.  
This information was obtained courtesy of Harare Residents Trust 
(HRT) 
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