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Knives out for Chombo team 

Hundreds of Chitungwiza residents have 
since Monday been demonstrating against 
the municipality demanding that the 
Nyatsime housing project issue be 
urgently solved and that the Fungai 
Mbetsa-led resuscitation team leave the 
town accusing it of gobbling huge sums of 
money in allowances without anything to 
show for it. 

 
 
The resuscitation team was appointed by 
Local Government minister Ignatius 
Chombo to turn around the fortunes of 
the financially-beleaguered town, but 
residents complain the situation has 
grown worse in terms of clean water 
supply, burst sewerage pipes and garbage 
collection, besides failing to deal with the 
Nyatsime stands scandal. The seven-
member team is reportedly paying each 
other as much as $83 000 per month in 
allowances which residents protest are 
unwarranted and needless luxury for 
people that are supposed to be 
committed to save the town from 
collapse. 
 
The Nyatsime housing project saw 
thousands of prospective home-owners 
paying substantial amounts of money to 
council since 2006 and to date these 
people have not been allocated their 
stands. Council has not given satisfactory 
answers as to when the stands would be 
allocated and how the generated funds 
were expended. Some residents had 
hoped the coming in of Mbetsa and his 
team was going to speed up the process 
and ensure work on the housing project 
starts but nothing has materialized. 
Mbetsa has simply said there is a lot of 
paper work that needs to be done before 
the housing stands are allocated and this 

Dzivarasekwa woman runs amok, stabs four people 
A pregnant 17 year–old 
Dzivarasekwa woman ran amok 
last week and stabbed four 
people during a domestic 
dispute over her pregnancy. 
 
According to her neighbors, 
trouble started after Brenda 
Mazani was confronted by her 
parents after they had noticed 
her ever bulging stomach and 
then confronted her. 
 
‘Her parents suspected she was pregnant after they noticed her stomach 
was bulging and she grudgingly admitted she was pregnant forcing her 
parents to take her to the person whom she had said was responsible for the 
pregnancy. The latter and his parents refused to accept her and in a fit of 
rage she picked a knife and stabbed the boyfriend together with his mother 
and brother,’ said a close source which added that the matter was not 
reported to the police. 
 
The source says Mazani and her family then went back to their house and 
when her parents later tried to quiz her on why she had embarrassed them 
by assaulting someone whom she had claimed to be responsible for her 
pregnancy, she became violent again and stabbed her father resulting in him 
being taken to a local clinic where he was treated and discharged. 
 
The matter was reported at Dzivarasekwa Police Station and Mazani was 
briefly arrested and released without charge after her parents reportedly 
pleaded with the police for leniency. 
 
When contacted for comment, Mazani refused to speak to Talking Harare 
saying the matter was a family issue that has already been dealt with. 
Council will not destroy illegal structures 
Harare residents and business people who erected illegal structures that 
were supposed to be demolitished were relieved last week after councilors 
rejected a proposal by the Finance and Development Committee to destroy 
the structures. 

 
According to minutes of a Full 
Council Meeting of the City of 
Harare held on 28 June 2012, 
councilors rejected the proposal 
to destroy illegal structures 
that have sprouted in 
residential areas and central 
business district due to fears of 
losing in future local 
government elections. 
 
The move will mean that all 
backyard tuck-shop and cabin 
owners will not have their 

buildings destroyed but it was not clear whether council will continue to levy 
them for erecting illegal structures.  
 
Meanwhile, Harare Residents Trust (HRT) has condemned the council move 
saying Harare should always stick to its by-laws and avoid politicization of 
decision-making in council issues. 
Residents, Irvine’s Company clash over burning of grass 

Shortstone and Derbyshire 
residents in Waterfalls are up in 
arms against neighboring 
Irvine's Company which they 
accuse of causing massive air 
pollution by continuously 
burning grass along Huxton 
Road.  



has infuriated the home-seekers.  

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate in 
polls about topical issues and share voice 
and text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  
 
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
 
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

THIS WEEK IN PERSPECTIVE  

Two burglers were last month killed by 
angry mobs met instant justice when they 
caught the thieves stealing property in 
Old Tafara and Hatfield last weekend. We 
would like to get comments from your on 
these events. Tell us what you think, is it 
good to institute instant justice or some 
other action should be taken? Text your 
views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: http://www.corah.org.zw/ 

 

 
Several residents told Talking 
Harare that the company has 
ignored several pleas by 
residents that indiscriminate 
burning of overgrown grass 
should be stopped as it expose 
people to health problems.  
‘We have told the company 
several times that burning the 
grass is not good for our health 
in addition to serious 
environmental problems that 

this causes but the company has remained defiant and we are left with little 
options except to demonstrate against them because this is probably the 
only language that the company understands,’ said Abel Hwata who added 
that Irvine’s Company should just cut the grass or have fireguards around 
their property instead of burning the grass.  
 
Meanwhile, health concerns have also been raised in Shortstone over the 
rising fly population that residents say are a result of poor disposal of human 
waste as some households do not have ablution facilities forcing them to 
relieve themselves in bushy areas. 
Residents travel 100km to dispute ZESA bills 
Some Norton residents are travelling 100km to Kadoma in a bid to resolve 
ZESA's disputed estimated bills. An investigation by Talking Harare following 
a tip-off from Harare Residents Trust (HRT) showed that some households in 
Katanga, Knowe and Govans are receiving monthly ZESA bills of about 
$100. 
 
If they approach the local ZESA office they are being asked to go to Kadoma 
where the ‘responsible District offices’ that have the authority to deal with 
such queries are located.  

 
Kadoma is about 100km from 
Norton and residents have to 
pay $10 for transport alone and 
this does not guarantee them 
the reversal of the high bills. 
Residents who have been 
affected by this anomaly told 
Talking Harare that sometimes 
they are forced to make several 
trips to Kadoma and no solution 
is offered.  

Others said they end up paying the high bills fearing to be disconnected of 
electricity or ending up spending more money.  
 
In Knowe suburb, residents are also complaining that each household is 
being forced to pay US$2 as education levy to the Norton Town Council, 
irrespective of whether or not one has a child attending council school. 
Samaritans donate to Glen Norah community 
Hundreds of disadvantaged families from Glen Norah on Wednesday 
received donations from Smiles International, an organisation that assists 
poor people with food, clothing and health products. 

The donated products included 96 wheelchairs, clothes, toys and blankets 
and these were given to families that have members living with disability. 
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