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Typhoid hits Mbare school 

By Harare Residents Trust 
At least 76 pupils from Nharira Primary 
School in Mbare were taken ill with 
suspected typhoid last week ending 8 
March 2013 and admitted over three days 
at Beatrice Infectious Diseases Hospital. 

 
 
The school's borehole was shut down 
following this typhoid outbreak at the 
school, after health officials suspected 
that the school's sewerage pipes had 
leaked, contaminating the borehole 
water. 
 
Most residents have advocated for the 
temporary closure of the school until 
water supplies are restored because the 
toilets are not working, risking the pupils. 
 
City health reportedly responded by also 
closing down the borehole at Stodart 
Community grounds, outside the Gym 
Hall, claiming it could be a possible 
source of contamination. This borehole 
has existed for the last plus five years. 
Residents now face serious problems of 
finding clean and trusted drinking water.  

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate in 
polls about topical issues and share voice 
and text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  
 
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
 
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

THIS WEEK IN PERSPECTIVE  

On Saturday this week Zimbabweans will 
go for a referendum to choose whether 
they support or are against the COPAC - 
produced Draft Charter. Do you think 
people are going to support or snub it? 
Please text your views on 0777437302 or 
email to talkingharare@corah.org.zw  

Zimbabweans brace for constitutional referendum  
By Givemore Chipere 
This Saturday Zimbabweans will go for a referendum to determine whether 
the Draft Constitution produced by the parliament–led COPAC team should 
be adopted as the country’s governing charter. 
 
The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC), 
which is mandated to preside over all elections 
in the country, has already announced that all 
is set for the referendum. Funding has been 
secured, 12 million ballot papers have been 
printed and are to be dispatched to the 
country’s 10 provinces, polling stations have 
been identified and all look set for the 
elections. All the major political parties in the 
country have been mobilising for the ‘Yes’ 
vote and SADC observer teams are already in 
the country. 
 
Challenges have also come along the way with civil society organisations 
writing to President Robert Mugabe in protest against ZEC’s decision to bar 
some civic groups (on grounds that they are under police probe) from 
observing the elections. There is also the issue of the National Constitutional 
Assembly (NCA) which approached the Supreme Court arguing the 
referendum should be postponed to a later date to allow Zimbabweans to 
have adequate time to study the draft charter. Although this application was 
thrown out, it helped to cement concerns raised by many that they the 
larger part of the population never had access to the draft charter, let alone 
understanding its contents. 
 
Click here to view the COPAC Draft Constitution of Zimbabwe.  

mailto:talkingharare@corah.org.zw
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Also like our Community Radio Harare 
Facebook page and get latest information. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
talkingharare@corah.org.zw; 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

 
Amidst all these developments, Talking Harare went around the capital city 
and neighboring rural areas to ask ordinary people what they think about 
the processes leading to the referendum and whether they are going to vote 
for or against the draft constitution. 
 
Our first port of call was Shamva at Chipangura Business Centre where we 
spoke to a local villager, Jack Jimu, who is also a small business operator. 
‘We are going into the referendum to vote for it because local political and 
traditional leadership have said we must vote ‘Yes’ and this is what we will 
do. We also like the document because it limits presidential term limits and 
this is something positive given where we are coming from,’ said Jimu. 
 
At Arda Centre in Mrehwa, Miriam Manjoro said people in the community will 
simply go and vote yes even though they have not seen the document. ‘We 
did not see the draft copies but we hear the document empowers women 
and was agreed upon by all political parties which means we will not be 
victimized for voting ‘Yes’. We also hear that our children will go to primary 
schools without paying anything and this is very positive,’ said Manjoro who 
added that she would want to see the peaceful environment currently being 
experienced to be extended to harmonized elections set for later this year. 
 
‘We hear that the new constitution will allow us to say whatever we want 
about politics and that we won’t be beaten up for saying out our political 
views so we will vote for it,’ explained Reydon Sikelemu of Rapture Farm 
near Goromonzi. 
 
But Stephen Murefu of Chihota, had other views. ‘Whilst it is good that there 
is a new constitution, I do not think it is going to change anything because 
we have seen good laws in the country being ignored when it comes to 
implementation. For example we have seen people being arrested, detained 
for a long time and then discharged without charge yet the country’s laws 
prohibit this. What is needed is to have leadership that respects its people 
first and then everything will follow,’ Murefu added. 

 
Catherine Murambwa of 
Mhondoro echoed Murefu’s 
views, saying a new 
constitution which is not 
respected by the leadership will 
not help bring democracy and 
development in the country. 
She added that there is need to 
incorporate ordinary people’s 
views in development and 
political issues. ‘We want the 
police and leaders to respect 
the laws of the country and 

leaders must know that they do not have monopoly over knowledge and 
ideas. If they appear as if they are superior in all aspects, ordinary people 
will keep their ideas and views to themselves but may sabotage elite–driven 
programmes as has been happening here in Mhondoro where the local 
member of parliament (name withheld) has been shunned by people 
because he thinks he knows everything,’ said Catherine. 
 
In Harare, Talking Harare visited Highfield, Mabvuku, Chitungwiza and 
Dzivarasekwa to hear what residents think about the referendum. 
 
‘Most people here will go and vote for the new constitution for the sake of 
progress, we know that even if this document is not the best, it has some 
good things like guaranteeing the protection of human rights. However, 
there are potential problems here because there is a group of suspected 
Zanu (PF) youths who are going around demanding people’s identity cards 
details. They claim to have been sent by ZEC (Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission) but they are also threatening that after the referendum they 
are going to beat up people who do not support their party,’ said a woman 
identified as Mai Masaninga of Highfield. 
 
In Dzivarasekwa, Kembo Mutale said people in the suburb were ready for 
the referendum and that they support the draft constitution. ‘We want the 
new constitution because we hear it will make councils operate 
autonomously as Chombo (Local Government Minister) will no longer have 
powers to meddle in operations of local authorities. This will certainly help to 
improve service delivery,’ said an excited Mutale. 
 
Margaret Mandaza of Mabvuku said she supports the draft charter as it bars 
security chiefs from being politically partisan. ‘I think you are aware that this 
area has lost a number of people who were abducted and killed by 
suspected state security agents simply because these people were anti–
Zanu (PF). So, we will vote ‘Yes’ for this constitution,’ said Mandaza.  
 
However, Maxwell Marembo of Chitungwiza stands to differ. He says the new 
constitution does not represent ordinary people's needs as they were never 
given a free opportunity to air their views. 'This constitution did not come 
from the people, I think you still remember people were forced to attend the 
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meetings and coached by politicians on what to say. Even after that, the so-
called principals went on to make unilateral changes to what had come out 
and so clearly, this is not a people's document,' queried Marembo.  
 
So, come Saturday we will see whether people will go in their thousands to 
participate in the referendum, and whether they will vote yes or no. But, 
from observations and interviews held by Talking Harare, what is clear is 
that people will vote ‘Yes’, perhaps peacefully and it would be interesting to 
note whether that peace will be observed during the upcoming harmonized 
elections. 
Useful information on the constitutional referendum 
On Saturday 16 March 2013 
Zimbabweans will go for a 
constitutional referendum. Talking 
Harare felt the following 
information could be useful to its 
readers; 
 
Polling Stations 
There will be 9 449 polling stations 
countrywide. Provisional lists of all 
the polling stations have already 
been published as supplements to 
daily newspapers – though difficult 
to read the fine print. The final list 
must be published in the press at 
least 48 hours before the date of 
the Referendum, i.e., before midnight on Wednesday 13th March, which 
means it will have to be published in the Wednesday papers. [Referendums 
regulations, SI 26/2013, section 6(4), which also says the list must be 
published in the Government Gazette and on the ZEC website: 
www.zec.org.zw – which, at the time of writing, seems to be inactive]. 
 
Click here to see Provisional Polling stations: 16 March 2013 
Constitutional Referendum 
 
Ballot Papers 
The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) has said that 12 million ballot 
papers have been printed and they will be sent to the country's 10 
provinces. The plan is that each polling station will be supplied with twice its 
estimated needs. ZEC also has contingency plans in place for prompt 
delivery of extra ballot-papers to any polling station showing signs of 
running out of ballot papers. The Air Force will assist if necessary. 
 
Entitlement to Vote 
Every Zimbabwean citizen who is 18 years or above on polling day is eligible 
to cast a vote on presentation of:  

• a Zimbabwean national identity card or waiting pass showing that he 
or she is a citizen, or 

• a valid Zimbabwean passport showing that he or she is a citizen.  

Warning for Zimbabwean citizens still holding “alien” id cards – you need to 
get a new id if you want to vote in the referendum. If you have been 
become a citizen since getting your ID card, ZEC advises that you visit the 
Registrar-General’s Office to obtain either a new ID or waiting pass showing 
your Zimbabwean citizenship. Your certificate of citizenship will not be 
accepted at a polling station as proof of eligibility to vote in the referendum; 
ZEC acting chairperson Joyce Kazembe categorically stated this on 8th 
March. [ZEC has confirmed that it has specifically retracted its earlier 
position that a certificate of citizenship, plus old alien ID, would be accepted 
as proof of eligibility, as stated in Constitution Watch 11/2013.] Source: 
CONSTITUTION WATCH 18/2013 
 
Referendum Polling Times: 7am to 7pm 
People already in the queue waiting to cast their votes at 7pm will be 
allowed to vote after 7pm. There is also provision, in section 6(5) of the 
Referendum regulations, that if a polling station cannot be opened on time 
at 7am, the returning officer will open later and extend closing time to 
ensure that voters have at least 12 continuous hours in which to cast their 
votes at that polling station. (Source CONSTITUTION WATCH 18/2013) 
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