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FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate 
in polls about topical issues and share 
voice and text messages? Yes it’s now 
possible!  
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLL  

Harare has become an eyesore with litter 
everywhere. How can residents play a 
role in retaining the 'sunshine city' 
status? Text your views to 
0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

HIV Support Group leaders fleece members 

HIV activists and other people living with HIV 
(PLWHIV) in Highfield are up in arms with local 
support group leaders who are allegedly fleecing 
members through demanding and charging 
exorbitant ‘administration’ fees. These leaders are 
also accused of taking advantage of the increase in 
HIV+ people who are joining the support groups. 
 
Some PLWHIV said the leaders (names supplied) 
are after money as they on many occasions ask 
people to contribute money that they will not 
account for. ‘Our leaders have become greed and 
are taking advantage of the increasing numbers of 
people joining support groups in this area,’ said an 
HIV activist called Jabulani. 
 
‘Initially no money could be paid for one to become a member but now 
our leaders at times ask for $1 or $2 which they refer to as 
administration fees but we never knew of this all along,’  added Spiwe 
Chari who is HIV+.  

The group members also allege that some of these leaders who were 
known to live miserable lives have suddenly changed their lifestyles and 
it is suspected that they are using money from the support groups’ 
coffers. Support groups in communities are meant to provide 
psychological and social support and provide PLWHIV a platform to share 
information and provide moral support to each other. 

Children urged to report rape cases 

The ZRP’s Victim Friendly Unit (VFU) has urged children who are 
sexually  abused or raped to urgently report to the police so that they 

get assistance and that the perpetrators 
can be arrested and charged. 
Speaking at a road show organized by 
Community Radio Harare (CORAH) to 
mark this year’s World AIDS Day in St 
Mary’s last Saturday, VFU officer at St 
Mary’s Police Station Sergeant Innocent 
Boora said rape victims especially 
children should urgently report to the 
police so that they can be assisted with 
medical treatment and be protected 
from acquiring sexually transmitted 
diseases or injuries. 
 
‘We want abused children to quickly 
report to the police via the Victim 
Friendly Unit so that the children can get 

early treatment whilst we will be apprehending the rapists. If these 
children are given early treatment, they can be protected from acquiring 
STIs. We also want to enlighten children of the existence of the rape kit 
which enable a child to know what to do when she or he is sexually 
abused,’ said Boora to a wide applause by dozens of children who had 
come to witness the event. 
 
Boora also warned the public to be wary of people who have been 
abducting children and said there was need to always accompany 
children and report any suspicious individuals or vehicles to the police. 
 
The rape kit consists of vital information that can help children and other 
people to avoid falling into traps by perpetrators of rape. It also has 
information on what rape victims should do when they fall prey to 
perpetrators. 
 
The message compliments the Code Red-Rape campaign that was 
launched by Katswe Sistahood and other organizations that seek to raise 
awareness for men, women and children to join hands in fighting rape in 
Zimbabwe. The cache line that is usually used to campaign for reporting 
of rape cases to children is Pazvaitikira taura! Taura pazvaitikira! 



Entrepreneurship training- Mabvuku 

Members of Tashinga Organisation for Disabled People in Zimbabwe 
(Tashinga) and other disadvantaged people in Mabvuku on Wednesday 
began a 3-day training workshop on how to run small projects and 
businesses. 
 
The training, that was 
facilitated by an 
organisation called Germany 
Age, focuses on how the 
beneficiaries can run 
projects such as poultry, 
making candles, making 
juices and running small 
businesses like hair saloons/ 
barber and flea markets. 
People who are receiving 
the training were promised 
funds to start running their 
projects before the end of 
this year. ‘We have been 
promised to get funds before the end of this year and we are happy with 
this development as it will go a long way in empowering disadvantaged 
people like us, orphans and many others,’ said Pencil Skalioti who lives 
with disability and is also a beneficiary of the training. 

Security guard injured in botched car jacking 

A security guard at a car park along Zambezi Street in Glen View (7) 
suburb was severely injured after he was dragged by a moving vehicle 
as he tried to manhandle car robbers who had attempted to hi-jack a 
vehicle on Wednesday evening. 

 
The two unidentified men 
reportedly aborted the  
hi-jack when the security 
guard reacted and tried to 
stop them. ‘I saw the man 
hanging on the door of the 
car shouting for help while 
it sped towards Highfield 
suburb,’ said an eye 
witness, Joao Zangaroti. 
 
The man was reportedly 

dragged for about a kilometer by a Mazda 323 car that the car hi-jackers 
used to escape. ‘The man was dragged from the car park and dropped 
just past Glen Norah A flats which is a distance of about a kilometer, said 
another eye witness. 
 
The security guard was rushed to Glen View Poly Clinic where he was 
treated of injuries. Police say there is an increase of cases of car robbers 
who are targeting vehicles parked in car parks in high density suburbs. 

Cancer patients bemoan high treatment costs  
Some people suffering from cancer have bemoaned the huge amount of 
money required for one to undergo a radio or chemo therapy so as to be 
treated of the disease. Chemo or radio therapy treatment is said to 
range from $500 to $1000 or more depending on the nature of cancer 
that is being treated and sometimes the treatment can even be on a 
daily basis. 
Alice Kasinamunda of Dzivarasekwa who has cancer told Talking Harare 
the chemo and radio therapy treatment are too expensive for an 
ordinary person to afford. ‘I was diagnosed of cervical cancer some two 
months ago and have been undergoing radiation therapy on a daily basis 
and it has gobbled a lot of money. I am asked to pay about $500 and I 
do not know how I am going to settle the medical bill and how much this 
will cost as I am supposed to go through the process until January next 
year,’ said Kasinamunda. 
 
Another cancer patient in 
Dzivarasekwa identified as 
Madzibaba Jacob also 
shared the same sentiments 
that cancer treatment is 
very expensive than other 
diseases. Madzibaba Jacob 
has been suffering from 
liver cancer for two years 
and is appealing to well 
wishers to help him as he is 
no longer employed. Said 
Madzibaba Jacob, ‘It has 
been two years now 
suffering from cancer and doctors in Botswana told me that a tumor 
started to grow on my liver until it developed to cancer. I lost my job 
and my health has been deteriorating because I have not been able to 
raise funds for treatment. I have known of other diseases like HIV, 
tuberculosis and malaria but the treatment isn’t that expensive. Surely 
this explains why too many people are dying, they cannot afford to pay 
the high medical bills.’  
 



Janet Chari who lives with cancer suggested government and civil society 
organisation must create a cancer fund that would help provide 
affordable medical treatment for this ‘silent killer’ disease. ‘I suggest if 
the government, international and other local civil society organizations 
create a fund modelled along the AIDS Fund to assist cancer patients 
with cheaper medication otherwise people will continue to die 
unnecessarily,’ suggested Chari. 
 
Cancer is non-communicable disease that is caused by uncontrollable 
multiplication of malignant cells. According to Tafadzwa Chigariro who is 
the Knowledge Manager at Cancer Association of Zimbabwe, cancer 
usually starts in cells and may uncontrollably grow to become a large 
lump or tumor, if it is grown on a particular body organ, for instance 
kidneys, the organ might end up deformed or will end up malfunctioning 
and consequently leading to death.  

City of Harare Watch 

Here are some of the comments that some people put forward in 
response to the move by Harare city council to ask rate payers who 
haven’t paid their outstanding bills to pay $200 to get a payment plan.  
$200 is a lot of money. Dai vataura mari iri pasi pe$50. Otherwise it was 
better. 
- 13 Dec 2011 20:43      Unclassified     GSM    +263777… 
 
Where are we supposed to find $D200 if many of us cannot pay our 
outstanding bill?        
- 14 Dec 2011 17:45    Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
I suggest that council should have categorized debtor s in time frames 
and amount of money owed, like those who have outstanding bills dating 
from January to December 2010 should pay a certain amount the other 
category pay a certain amount lesser than the previous category.  Not 
just asking for $200 from everyone even if you owe them an amount 
less than $200. Maybe this would help. However people should learn to 
pay for the services rendered and this calls for cooperation from both 
parties. 
- 14 Dec 2011 15:56      Unclassified     GSM    +263773…     
    
It is not the best way to do things. Where are the residents going to get 
that amount considering that they are already burdened with other 
things? 
- 14 Dec 2011 15:07      Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
It’s crazy! 
- 14 Dec 2011 15:06      Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
Harare city council should allow residents to pay half of what they owe 
and write off the other half.  
- 14 Dec 2011 15:15      Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
Yes this $200 for payment plan is unrealistic for already high bills. 
- 14 Dec 2011 15:23      Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
These people are now a burden to the residents. A big NO to the $200 
- 13 Dec 2011 15:04      Unclassified     GSM    +263712…   
      
No to fleecing ratepayers, never shall we allow them to milk us. 
- 13 Dec 2011 15:03      Unclassified     GSM    +263712… 
 
Thank you for updating us. I think the same should be done by ZESA 
and it should not charge exorbitant prices that are beyond many people’s 
reach as many people are earning amounts that are below poverty 
datum line. 
- 13 Dec 2011 17:09      Unclassified     GSM    +263774… 
 
Harare city council is not serious. They should stop playing games with 
rate payers. We are not supposed to pay for a payment plan. Also they 
must justify why we should pay fixed charge and 10% interest. 
- 13 Dec 2011 20:49      Unclassified     GSM    +263712…  
Notice for closure of business during the holidays. 

TALKING HARARE WISHES ALL ITS READERS A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. ENJOY IT AND PLEASE TAKE 
IT EASY ON THE ROADS 
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