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New tuckshops in Kuwadzana Phase 
3 

Owing to serious shortages of shops in 
Kuwadzana Phase Three, some 
enterprising residents in the suburb have 
set up dozens of tuckshops to ease the 
pressure of walking long distances to 
Dzivarasekwa 2 Shopping Centre.  

 

The suburb, which was built by 
government 15 years ago but without 
social services such as shops and clinics, 
had gone for long without shopping 
facilities, since the government simply 
built houses without giving due care to 
how the residents would access social 
services. 
 
A community development activist, 
Regina Bakure told Talking Harare 
yesterday that residents where fed up 
with walking too long to access shopping 
facilities either at Dzivarasekwa 2 or 
Kuwadzana 4 shops which are about 5 
kilometres away. 

‘We have a longstanding problem here 
since there are no nearby shops which 
forces us to walk long distances to buy 
basic goods like bread. As a result, some 
residents have set up tuck shops and 
these are playing an important role for us 
as basic goods are now readily available,’ 
said Bakure. 
 
Bakure added that the residents also set 
up these tuck shops after repeated efforts 
to get council to build a shopping centre 
in the area failed. 
 
When contacted for comment the 
Kuwadzana District Oficcer identified only 
as Mrs Badze said the problem started 
with central government which built 

Violence, intimidation continue in Mbare 

Violence and intimidation reared its 
ugly head again in Mbare last Saturday 
when the notorious Chipangano militia 
violently rounded up residents and 
vendors before forcing them to attend 
ZANU (PF) meetings in the suburb. 
 
According to eyewitnesses, the 
Chipangano members divided 
themselves into different groups before 
force-marching residents, vendors and 
passer-by to a meeting at Number Five 
grounds near Mbare Netball Complex. 
When they arrived at the meeting 
venue, they were addressed by youth 
militia leaders and ZANU (PF) leaders (names supplied). 
 
They were then ordered to prepare for elections as announced by President 
Robert Mugabe. Those without identification cards were asked to leave their 
details to the youth group which claimed it was going to ask the Registrar 
General's office to help. Everyone present was asked to go and register to 
vote. 
 
Meanwhile, Chipangano youth last Thursday night rounded up revelers at 
Green House Bar along Miyanda Street in Mbare National and ordered them 
to toyi toyi singing the party’s revolutionary songs. The revelers, who 
numbered about fifty, were released after two hours and told they must join 
the party or else they are going to be evicted from Mbare. 
 
The situation in Mbare has continued to worsen as police and political party 
leaders refuse to act on the youth militia group. Human rights activists have 
been calling on the government to take measures and stop Chipangano but 
this call has been ignored leaving Mbare resembling a war-zone and the 
attack of those perceived to be anti-ZANU (PF).  

Chitungwiza residents speak on call for early elections 

Hundreds of residents of the sprawling suburb of St Mary’s in Chitungwiza 
last week gathered at Huruyadzo Hall and deliberated on the minimum 

conditions for holding free, fair 
and peaceful elections in 
Zimbabwe. 
 

With politicians accelerating the 
call for early elections in the 
country, residents bemoaned 
the current political 
environment saying holding 
elections this year would re-
ignite political violence and 
intimidation to even higher 

levels than those witnessed in the June 2008 presidential election runoff that 
many observers described as a sham. 
 
‘The talk of elections alone has heightened political tension here in 
Chitungwiza and since last year there has been several skirmishes and this 
shows the country is not yet ripe for holding free and fair elections. To end 
this problem, I think police should be apolitical and discharge their mandate 
without favour because from my own perspective, they are largely to blame 
because they have been very partisan. For example, if they had arrested 
ZANU (PF) militia that disturbed an MDC political rally at Chibuku Stadium 
last year, they could have sent a good warning to all would-be perpetrators 
of violence,’ said Shepherd Mutasa who attended the meeting. 
 
‘Political parties should play a leading role in building peace by preaching 
what they practice, it is one thing to preach peace and another to co-exist 
peacefully with political opponents. The leaders should hold joint peace 
rallies in order to convince community neighbours that violence will not be 
tolerated and this should be done well before the talk of elections,’ added an 
elderly woman identified as Mbuya Mlilo. 



houses in the area before constructing 
social facilities as required by the Urban 
Councils Act. 

‘They built houses before putting these 
essential services first as required by law 
and the problem now is people have got 
no easy access to shops. However, there 
is an area reserved for these shops and 
council is working towards ensuring shops 
are built to address the problem,’ said 
Mrs Badze. 
 
Meanwhile, tuckshop operators in the 
area complain that ZRP police and local 
municipal police officers are harassing 
them and confisticating their goods 
saying the tuckshops are illegal.  

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
cellphone to listen to news headlines, 
radio documentaries, music, participate in 
polls about topical issues and share voice 
and text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  
 
All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
simple instructions.  
 
Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

OPINION POLLS  

The row between traffic police and kombi 
operators has escalated in Harare and 
commuters have been the most affected. 
What should be done to ensure 
commuters are not inconvenienced? Text 
your views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
because you are on the CORAH mailing 
list.  
 
To join the mailing list, please click here. 
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving 
this eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 
+263 04-2906084 
Email: info@corah.org.zw; 
radioharare@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.corah.org.zw 

 

 
Below are some of the views brought out during the meeting: 

• The police should be impartial in conducting their duties and should 
investigate to arrest rather than the other way round as this has led 
to the persecution of many political activists in the hands of the 
police. 

• People from all political parties should come together in fighting 
political violence. They must put their political differences aside and 
let the spirit of “Ubuntu” take precedence. 

• All perpetrators of political violence should be arrested including 
political leaders dating back to as early as 1980 and there should be 
no selective application of the law. 

• The international community should send out peace keeping forces to 
ensure elections are peaceful and also oversee a smooth transfer of 
power to the winner after the elections.  

• Everyone should be given an opportunity to check his/her name in 
the voters roll and new voters should be given ample time to register 
before the election date.  

• The JOMIC and Organ on National Healing, Reconciliation and 
Integration should play their part in ensuring there is peace and 
political tolerance in the country rather than moving around in big 
expensive cars doing absolutely nothing on the ground. 

• Every political party should be allowed to campaign freely without 
any restrictions and should be given enough access to the media 
rather than the current monopoly by one political party.  

The meeting was organized by Heal Zimbabwe as part of its effort to consult 
residents and villagers on their expectations and what should be done before 
any call for elections in the country. 

City Updates  

• Pupils in Hatcliffe have suffered in 
silence. They are denied places at 
Hatcliffe 1 and 2 Primary schools. If 
their parents want to secure places for 
them, they are being asked to pay 
bribes to school headmasters. One of 
the school heads buys a new vehicle at 
the beginning of every year. This has 
forced parents in Hatcliffe Extension to 
open private colleges where pupils are 
squashed, yet charged exorbitant fees, 
which most cannot afford, depriving 
young children their right to education. Zimbabwe is a part to the UN 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

• Ardbernie Primary School Development Committee members are 
paying each other $50 as sitting allowance for every meeting they 
hold, even for brief moments. 

• Residents of Kambuzuma have raised serious allegations of abuse of 
pupils by teachers and the headmaster at Kambuzuma High One 
School where teachers allegedly force pupils who do not pay for extra 
lessons to face the back of the classroom while they teach those who 
pay. These pupils are also stopped from taking down any notes. The 
HRT will expose by name headmasters and teachers that abuse 
pupils. 

• Dzivarasekwa 3 residents are bitter with the Harare Water 
Department for its failure to supply them with regular water supplies. 
The residents say they have no water from around 5.30am to 3pm 
everyday in areas near the community hall. Residents will not pay for 
water not used. 

• We have a problem with ZESA in Chitungwiza. Time we spend with 
power is less than 6 hrs a day. When it comes to bills, their charges 
are more than the time we spend with electricity. l do not know with 
their accounts but they still come to our places disconnecting power 
when there is no power claiming unpaid bill which are not worth it. 
Chitungwiza it's now our concern what should we do? 
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