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Dzivarasekwa commemorates Culture 
Day 

Over 500 Dzivarasekwa residents 
athered at Dzivarasekwa Community 

Centre on Saturday to commemorate this 
ear’s International Day of Cultural 

Diversity. 

The commemorations, which were 
rganized with the assistance of Ministry 
f Youth, Indeginisation and Economic 
mpowerment brought together 
raditional artists such as mbira maestro 

Sekuru David Gweshe, Villa One Nyau 
Dancers, Boterekwa, Tears of Joy, Yombri 
nd other artists who all had an 
pportunity to mingle with local people 
nd exchange notes on how to preserve 
ocal culture and create a society with 
trong moral fabric. 

Vendors attack municipal police 
There was chaos at Kuwadzana 4 Shopping Centre in Harare last Saturday 
after vendors attacked municipal police officers who had gone there to arres
people engaging in illegal vending activities. 
 
According to eye-witnesses, the 
municipal police officers had 
earlier on confisticated goods 
and wares belonging to the 
vendors and took these to their 
office in the area. 
 
‘It is true the municipal police 
came here on Saturday 
morning and took away our 
goods after we left them 
unoccupied as we feared arrest. 
They then came back again in 
the afternoon and tried to take 
some more goods and vendors 
had no option but to fight back. The vendors used stones and other 
equipment to assault the four municipal police officers and the latter were 
forced to flee. People could not contemplate losing more goods to these 
officers who have been taking away our wares and use them for themselves
instead of handing them over to council as per city regulations,’ said Neddy 
Maphosa, a vendor at the popular Kuwadzana 4 shops. 
 
A municipal police officer at Kuwadzana District Office confirmed to Talking 
Harare that fellow officers were attacked leaving one of them seriously 
injured but blamed the vendors saying if they had concern over their 
confisticated goods, they should lobby their councilors for amendments to 
the city bye-laws. 
 
‘As municipal police our role is very clear, we are there to enforce bye-laws 
and it is unfortunate that these illegal vendors attacked our members and 
one of them had to be hospitalised. How can they attack officers who are 
simply enforcing council bye-laws? If they have got problems they must ask
their local councilors to remove these regulations and not attack us. It is 
also unfortunate that these vendors are the ones who complain most when 
there is a disease outbreak yet they are the major drivers of the diseases as
they sell condemned fish at the shops,’ charged the municipal police officer 
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Speaking on the sidelines of the 
elebrations, Sekuru Gweshe urged 
oung people to respect local tradition 
nd protect themselves from the foreign 

media programmes that he said erode 
ocietal values and in the way create 

many social problems. 

FREE VOICES HARARE 

Did you know that you can now use your 
ell-phone to listen to news headlines, 
adio documentaries, music, participate in 
olls about topical issues and share voice 
nd text messages? Yes it’s now possible!  

All you have to do is simply dial 0777 
437 300 or 0777 437301 and follow 
imple instructions.  

Start Dialing Now and Get 
Connected!!! 

THIS WEEK IN PERSPECTIVE  

Two burglers were last week killed by 
ngry mobs met instant justice when they 
aught the thieves stealing property in 

Old Tafara and Hatfield last weekend. We 
would like to get comments from your on 
hese events. Tell us what you think, is it 
ood to institute instant justice or some 
ther action should be taken? Text your 

views to 0777437301. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

You are receiving this eNewsletter 
ecause you are on the CORAH mailing 
st.  

To join the mailing list, please click here. 

f you do not wish to continue receiving 
his eNewsletter, please click here. 

CONTACT US  

Community Radio Harare 
No. 66, 5th Street/ Cnr. Livingstone 
Avenue  
Harare, Zimbabwe 

who requested not to be named as he is not allowed to speak to the press. 
 
Meanwhile, on Sunday morning the municipal police officers accompanied by
Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) officers besieged the area and beat up 
vendors and unlucky passersby at the same shops accusing them of beating
up municipal cops. 
 
ZRP and municipal cops have been for a long time fighting illegal vendors in
Harare accusing them of engaging in illegal activities that put the lives of 
city residents at the risks of being exposed to diseases such as cholera and 
typhoid. Several blitz have been effected in Harare but the vendors have 
remained defiant, saying vending is their only source of livelihood in a 
country that has an unemployment rate said to be over 80%. 
Zanu (PF) group fleece informal businesses 

A suspected Zanu (PF) militia group made up 
of youths and others claiming to be war 
veterans residing at the Mbuya Nehanda 
Housing Cooperative near Dzivarasekwa 
Extension in Harare has been accused of 
extorting money from individual and informal 
groups that are in the business of hiring truck

and loading bricks at a nearby brick-moulding company. 
 
According to some local individuals who have been affected by this group 
made up of rowdy youths and ‘war veterans’ whose leader has been 
identified only as Chatima and operates from Nehanda Police Base, the 
group demands payment of about $5 per day from each individual that load
bricks at the brick manufacturing company (name supplied) and about $10 
per day  from every truck that loads bricks at the same company. Those tha
refuse to pay the fees that are called ‘indigenization fees’ are threatened 
with eviction from their nearby homes and barred from entering the 
business premises. 
 
One of the affected individuals, Edson Matanda Banda, who owns a fleet of 
trucks that ferry bricks complained that he was being forced to pay as much
as $50 daily to this dubious group and was often threatened with eviction if 
he refuses to comply.  
 
‘I own several trucks here that ferry bricks and employ about 20 contract 
workers everyday and am forced to pay $50 as ‘indigenization fees’ yet I am
an indigenous person. They say the money will be used to empower other 
youths and we are never told who these ‘others’ are and if you try to 
interrogate issues you are threatened with eviction and loss of business  and
this is not fair at all. To make the situation worse we are not given proper 
receipts each time we pay these monies,’ complained Banda. 
 
Another informal trader who sells sadza to the company's employees says 
she parts with $5 everyday to people who contribute nothing to her or the 
community. ‘These people have been instilling fear in us so that we continue
to pay them and if you don’t they can be very harsh and threaten to beat 
you up accusing you of being against the government’s indigenization 
policy,’ said the lady who refused to be named for fear of victimization. 
 
When contacted for comment, Chatima, although acknowledging people 
were paying ‘fees’ to the party, he refused to speak over the phone 
requesting for a one-on-one interview with Talking Harare. 
 
Several other people confessed to Talking Harare about their victimization a
the hands of Chatima whom they alleged was also at the centre of the 2008
political violence that opposition political parties and human rights activists 
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say it claimed the lives of 500 people who were suspected to be opponents 
of ZANU (PF).  
 
Several cases of extortion involving such militia groups and individuals have
been reported in and around Harare. Last Friday suspected members of the 
Mbare -based Chipangano militia group invaded an area in Glen View South 
and dished away council land to individuals for a fee. All nearby informal 
traders were orderd to pay rates to the group and not council with those 
who would continue paying to council threatened with eviction. The group 
told the residents who had been force marched to the meeting that anyone 
who resisted would be dealt with. 
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