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        ZIMBABWE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE          

  

 
Only after the last tree has been cut down. 
Only after the last river has been poisoned. 

Only after the last fish has been caught. 
Only then will you find that money cannot be eaten. 

  
Cree Indian Prophecy 

  
22nd May 2014 
  
ARMY GENERALS BOOTED OUT OF CONSERVANCY 
  
There has been a guarded welcome of a decision by the ZANU PF politburo to 
rescind all offer letters, granted to top party and army officials, for 
land in the Save Valley Conservancy. 
 
A politburo meeting chaired by Robert Mugabe on Monday also resolved to 
remove all beneficiaries of the wildlife-based land grab from properties 
that were meant to be protected under Bilateral Investment Promotion and 
Protection Agreements (BIPPAs). This reportedly includes the Sango, Sabi, 
Chishakwe, Masapasi, Makore, Gunundwe and Chamurwe ranches. 
 
Other conservancy land gazetted by the state for takeover will now come 
under the ownership of the National Parks authority. 
 
During the Monday meeting Mugabe criticised what he called "double 
dipping" by his officials, who already benefitted during ZANU PF's 
commercial farm grab campaign. Party spokesperson Rugare Gumbo reportedly 
confirmed that this was the politburo position too. 
 
"The issue was if you did not yet have a farm, then government will give 
you one elsewhere and not in Save Valley. Most of them are multiple land 
owners which is what the politburo said should not happen. That was the 
decision, and their removal must be expedited as per the politburo 
(resolution)," Gumbo said. 
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National Parks in 2012 issued hunting permits to 25 so-called indigenous 
`farmers' who were given land in the Conservancy under the government's 
`Wildlife Best Land Reform Policy'. This was in spite of a damning 
parliamentary report in 2012, which said that the forced seizure of Save 
land by top political and military figures with "no interest (or) 
experience in wildlife conservation" had resulted in massive destruction 
there. 
 
The officials who benefitted included war vets leader Joseph Chinotimba, 
Major General Gibson Mashingaidze, Major General Engelbert Rugeje, 
Masvingo Governor Titus Maluleke, then ZANU PF Masvingo provincial chair 
Lovemore Matuke, then Deputy Health Minister Douglas Mombeshora, ZANU PF's 
central committee member Enock Porusingazi, as well as ZANU PF MPs Alois 
Baloyi, Abraham Sithole, Samson Mukanduri and Noel Mandebvu. 
 
ZANU PF's Gumbo said that the government has withdrawn all 25-year leases 
offered to the top officials "with immediate effect." 
 
"The politburo made a decision to remove all those that had been allocated 
leases in Save Valley. It does not matter whether you are a politburo 
member or not, all beneficiaries were ordered out of that place," Gumbo 
said. 
 
We believe the decision is "overdue," because local Zimbabweans have not 
benefitted since top chefs took over the Save land. 
 
The owners of the conservancies originally came up with an idea that the 
rural folk would become shareholders, but the big boys didn't like it and 
they took over. Now that is being withdrawn and it's about time. They need 
to be held accountable for the greed and corruption going on. 
 
The previously gazetted land, now set to be handed over to 
National Parks, should instead be given back to the original land owners. 
 
We don't believe that Parks will be able to do a good job. They should 
leave the land with the actual owners. They are the best conservationists; 
they employ professional people to make things work. At the moment 
National Parks can't even pay their employees. So it's doomed to fail. 
 
He also added that the planned `indigenisation' of conservancy land owned 
by white Zimbabweans would have a negative impact on Save Valley. Former 
Indigenisation Minister Saviour Kasukuwere has said that only white 
Zimbabweans will be required to comply with ZANU PF's indigenisation laws 
in the Conservancy. This is despite the fact that the indigenisation policy 
was originally meant to only target foreign owned investments in Zimbabwe. 
 
"Foreign-owned properties will not be affected as they are protected under 
investment laws, but those [properties] of local whites will be," 
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Kasukuwere said. 
 
This doesn't make any sense. They have to come up with a 
definite ruling (on indigenisation) because we need the foreign 
investment.  
  
PETITION ON THE PRESIDENTIAL HERD 
  
MEDIA RELEASE: 19 MAY 2014 
by Kenesias Dambakurima, in collaboration with March for Elephants and For Elephants Int. 
 
__________FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE___________ 
 
Government aligned media outlet questions Ministers on Presidential Elephants Fiasco... 
 
On May 16th The Herald, a media outlet favoured by the Government in Zimbabwe published a news story, 
'Conservationists launch Presidential Elephants petition' speaking to the petition 'Save the Presidential Elephants 
Now' [*<-linked to petition] raised by Kenesias Dambakurima of Chiwundura Constituency, Zimbabwe, March for 
Elephants and For Elephants International, calling on the Ministers for Land and Tourism to immediately evict the 
occupiers of the land known as Kanondo adjacent to Hwange National Park Main Camp.  
 
Despite both Ministers, Hon Douglas Mombeshora who is the Minister for Lands and Rural Resettlement and the Hon 
Walter Mzembi, the Minister for Tourism and Hospitality Industry, being members of the Cabinet, and party to the 
Cabinet Decision of 3 December 2013 which revoked the Letter of Offer of the land to Elisabeth Freeman, Mr Mbezi 
has chosen to state publicly that this is a Politburo matter. The Cabinet Ministers; including the Hon Saviour 
Kasukuwere, who is Minister of Environment and Wildlife, and is also named in the petition, are also members of the 
Politburo. This begs the questions if the Ministers will enforce their own directive? Could it be that the occupiers of the 
land are well connected and therefore being granted favour despite what is essentially a binding notice of eviction by 
the issuance of the Cabinet Directive of 3 December 2013? In the Herald article the Ministers appeared to play politics 
by passing the buck from one to the other, ultimately saying that the Politburo must make the decision. 
 
Ms Freeman, the occupier of the land, is also known as Elisabeth Pasalk. Ms Freeman is the daughter of the late 
politician Isabel Shanangurai Madangure. Ms Freeman is the sister of a hunter from the nearby Matetsi sport-hunting 
area.  There are ongoing fears of this claimant bringing underhanded and unethical hunting activities into this 
important land area, heightened by her demand that this area now be closed off to others. 
 
In the article in the Herald, Minister Mombeshora invited the conservationists and concerned citizens to "come in 
person and tell us or write to me or the permanent secretary.” The petition letter is being prepared with the current 
3700+ signatures gathered to date to be presented by fax and post to the Ministers, the Cabinet and the Politburo, so 
there can be no doubt that the matter has been formally raised with the responsible parties. The conservationists will 
appeal to the Ministers for a formal meeting in person with the relevant officials to discuss the issue. 
 
Kenesias Dambakurima, the initiator of the petition, stated "We have the Ministers attention, we will submit the petition 
and letter to the Ministers as invited." He said "We are hopeful the Ministers will fulfil their duty and the legal 
requirements of the Cabinet Directive forthwith".   
 
Damakurima went on to say "This article in the Herald has put our concerns about the wellbeing of the Presidential 
Elephants front and centre. Their safety and that of their land areas is our primary concern, the elephant's range 
within the Kanondo area has been a major draw card for tourists who access this land on game-drives from several 
well established safari lodge operators. The presence of these tourists help to ensure the elephant's safety. Tourism 
operators who have had access to the land, and the Presidential Elephants Conservation Project are currently denied 
access, the land is occupied in contravention of a Cabinet Directive."  
 
“It is of deep concern that Ms Freeman has stopped the formal monitoring, recording and patrol efforts of a 
conservationist who had been dedicated to this work for the past 13 years. The authorities must ensure that all 
Presidential Elephant areas are open to this important work, which is crucial to knowing the ongoing status of this 
flagship herd across all land areas.” Damakurima said.  
 
Please sign the Petition  
*Save the Presidential Elephants Now 
https://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/minister-of-lands-resettlement-save-zimbabwe-presidential-elephants-now 
 
Background Reading 
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Presidential Elephants Conservation project | Zimbabwe 
www.facebook.com/PresidentialElephantsZim 
 
Conservationists launch Presidential Elephants petition 
http://www.herald.co.zw/latest-conservationists-launch-presidential-elephants-petition/ 
16 May 2014 The Herald (A Govt. Media Outlet) www.herald.co.zw 
 
The Fate of the Presidential Elephants of Zimbabwe—A Conversation With Sharon Pincott 
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2014/05/12/the-fate-of-the-presidential-elephants-of-zimbabwe-a-
conversation-with-sharon-pincott/ 
12 May 2014 National Geographic newswatch.nationalgeographic.com 
 
Questions raised over ownership of Zimbabwe’s Kanondo 
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/NewsDetails.aspx?newsId=72405 
23 April 2014. South African Tourism Update. www.tourismupdate.co.za 
Read also the numerous comments on this post. 
 
Hunting of Zim Presidential Elephants Reportedly Begins 
http://www.thezimbabwean.co/news/zimbabwe/71351/hunting-of-zim-presidential-elephants.html  
23 April 14 http://www.thezimbawean.co/ 
 
Elephant Activist Calls It A Day 
http://www.thezimbabwean.co/travel/71365/elephant-activist-calls-it-a.html 
13 April 14 www.thezimbawean.co 
 
An earlier Action post by For Elephant's International with details from the Presidential Elephant Conservation project 
here: 
ZIMBABWE PRESIDENTIAL HERD UNDER THREAT  
http://www.elephantectivism.org/2014/03/actionpresidentialelephants.html 
25 March 14 www.elephantectivism.org 
 
______End of article_______ 
  
 

To the Honorable Ministers, Cabinet Members and Politburo Members:  
Hon Douglas Mombeshora Minister for Lands and Rural Resettlement;  
Hon Walter Mzembi Minister for Tourism and Hospitality Industry. Zimbabwe, The Hon 
Saviour Kasukuwere, Minister for Environment, Government of Zimbabwe. 
 
via Fax and Mail 
 
Dear Hon Ministers, Cabinet Members and Politburo Members,  
 
Further to the invitation by  the Hon Walter Mzembi Minister for Tourism and Hospitality 
Industry in the Herald article published 16 May 2014 to write to his offices and engage with 
the Permanent Secretaries, Ministers and Politburo, we as conservationists and concerned 
citizens present to you our petition titled ‘Save the Presidential Elephants Now’. 
 

The petition states: 
The land grab that has recently taken place in Kanondo area is illegal and a threat to the 
future of the Presidential Elephants herd. 
 
We, the undersigned, contend that the herd of elephants known as the Presidential Elephants 
by Decree of the President the Hon Robert Mugabe in 1990 and reiterated in 2011 are an 
important part of Zimbabwe's international reputation as a premiere wildlife tourism 
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destination. We contend that the safety of the Presidential Elephants is a very important 
issue to Zimbabwe. 
 
The Kanondo area’s existing photographic safari operators and the Presidential Herd 
Conservation Project have protected the elephants by their presence and active conservation 
activities. Since the occupation by Elisabeth Freeman (aka Elisabeth Pasalk) and her cohorts 
the land, they have named "Gwango Conservancy" has been advertised as a safari 
destination. The land has been closed to many of the eco-tourism operators and the 
Presidential Elephant Conservation Project, this denial of access puts the Presidential 
Elephants and their protected conservation status at risk. 
 
It is of concern that the people claiming this land have connections to other Zimbabwean 
nationals who are connected to hunting operations. Whilst we do not know that hunting has 
or will take place on the 'Gwango Conservancy', the concern for the wellbeing of the 
Presidential Elephants and other wildlife in this area is obvious. 
 
Our community has contacted the Hon Minister for Environment Saviour Kasukwere with 
urgency in March and April 2014 in regards to this matter and no response or action has 
been forthcoming. 
 
We seek your assistance as the Hon Ministers of the portfolios responsible for this issue - 
Lands and Rural Resettlement, and Tourism and Hospitality Industry. You are in a position 
to take action to address this issue in parliament and immediately enforce the Cabinet 
Directive of December 2013 and evict the occupiers and any staff/cohorts from the land 
subject to that order on the Kanondo conservation area (State land) adjacent to the Hwange 
NP. 
 
Your ministries will be judged on your ability to respond to this request. The eyes of the 
world are watching! Obviously it is time that action is taken to the Government. This 
petition and all undersigned urge you to do the right thing.  
 
With all respect and urgency, we the concerned citizens of Zimbabwe and the world 
(the undersigned) request that you:- 
 
1) Take action to enforce the Cabinet Directive 2013 and evict the illegal occupiers, 
with all urgency to ensure the safety of the Presidential Herd and the environment of 
the Kanondo area. 
 
2) Prosecute the illegal occupiers, to the full extent of the law, to ensure that all people 
know that individuals cannot just 'take over' State Land and ignore sensitive 
environmental and conservations status for their own gain. 
 
Thank you Hon Ministers, we are counting on you, the future of this iconic Presidential 
Elephant Herd and their habitat is in your hands. 
 
Sincerely, Looking forward to your formal reply, 
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Kenesias Dambakurima and *3700+ Zimbabwean & world citizens. 
 
The Signatories at petition, will be sent to your offices forthwith. 
https://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/minister-of-lands-resettlement-save-zimbabwe-
presidential-elephants-now 
 
Further commentary on this matter here: 
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/NewsDetails.aspx?newsId=72405 
 
  
  
  

Johnny Rodrigues 
Chairman for Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force 
Landline:        263 4 339065 
Mobile:           263 712 603 213 
Email:             galorand@mweb.co.zw 
Facebook:     http://www.facebook.com/pages/ZCTF-Zimbabwe-Conservation-Task-
Force/246013052094585 
Website: www.zctfofficialsite.org. 
  
The Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force relies soley on public donations. Your 
donation can help to preserve the wildlife in Zimbabwe. If you would like to assist, 
please contact us. 
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